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Introit Isaiah 61:10; antiphon: Psalm 146:2

| will praise the LORD as long as | live;
I will sing praises to my God while | have my being.
| will greatly rejoice in the LORD;
my soul shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
| will praise the LORD as long as | live;
I will sing praises to my God while | have my being.

Communion Theology and Practice

Please see our statement of Communion Theology and Practice
on the back page of the worship bulletin.

If you are a visitor with us this morning and wish to receive the
Lord's Supper, please speak with the pastor before the service.
Thank you.



Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

Divine Service, Setting One

Welcome
Stand
Awake, My Heart, with Gladness LSB 467
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1 A - wake, my hcart, with glad - ncss, See what  to - day is dong;
2 The foe in tri-umphshout - ed When Christ lay in the tomb;
3 This is a sight that glad - dens—What peace it doth im - part!
4 Now hell, its prince, the dev - il, Of all  their pow'r are shorn;
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Now, af - ter gloom and sad - ness, Comes forth the glo - rious sun.

But lo, he now 1is rout - ed, His boast is turned to zloom.
Now noth-ing ev - or sad - dens The joy  with-in my heart.
Now I am safe from e - wil, And sin I laugh to scorn.
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My  Sav - ior there was laid Where our bed must be made
For Christ a - gain is free; In glo - rious wvic - 1w - 1ty
No gloom shall ev - er shake, No foe  shall ev - er take

Grim death with all its might Can - not my  soul af - fright;

When to the realms of light Our spir - it wings its flight,
He who is strong o save Has fri - umphed o’er  the grave.
The hope which God’s own Son In love for me has  won.
It is a  pow’r - less form, How -¢e’er it rave and storm.

5 The world against me rages,
Its fury | disdain;
Though bitter war it wages,
Its work is all in vain.
My heart from care is free,
No trouble troubles me.
Misfortune now is play,
And night is bright as day.
sts. 6-7 »



6 Now | will cling forever

To Christ, my Savior true;

My Lord will leave me never,
Whate'er He passes through.

He rends death’s iron chain;

He breaks through sin and pain;
He shatters hell’s grim thrall;
| follow Him through all.

7 He brings me to the portal
That leads to bliss untold,
Whereon this rhyme immortal
Is found in script of gold:
"Who there My cross has shared
Finds here a crown prepared;
Who there with Me has died
Shall here be glorified.”
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. John Kelly, 1833-90, alt.

Tune: Johann Criiger, 1598-1662
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.



(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P] Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Stand

Service of the Word

Psalm Psalm 23

Together, we sing Psalm 23 responsively:

'The LORD is my | shepherd;*
I'| shall not want.
2He makes me lie down in green | pastures.*
He leads me beside still | waters.
3He re- | stores my soul.*
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his | name'’s sake.

“Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of
death,
I will fear no evil, for you are | with me;*

your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. -



>You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my | enemies;*
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup | overflows.
5Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days | of my life,*
and | shall dwell in the house of the LoRD for- | ever.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Kyrie LSB 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the
Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church
of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayern
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For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.



Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P] The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you

(P] Let us pray.
Almighty God, You invite us to trust in You for our salvation. Deal
with us not in the severity of Your judgment but by the greatness
of Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Sit

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 25:6-9

50n this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples

a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine,

of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.
"And he will swallow up on this mountain

the covering that is cast over all peoples,

the veil that is spread over all nations.

8He will swallow up death forever;
and the Lord Gob will wipe away tears from all faces,

and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the
earth,

for the LORD has spoken.
%It will be said on that day,

“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might
save us.

This is the LORD; we have waited for him;

let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Choir Anthem "Here | Am, Lord” Schutte, Schrader

Epistle Philippians 4:4-13

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. °Let your
reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; édo not be
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. “And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.

8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is
just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if
there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about
these things. *What you have learned and received and heard and seen
in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.

9 rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived
your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had
no opportunity. ""Not that | am speaking of being in need, for | have
learned in whatever situation | am to be content. 2| know how to be
brought low, and | know how to abound. In any and every circumstance,
| have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and
need. I can do all things through him who strengthens me.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Al-le - lu -ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life, Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu -ia.



Holy Gospel Matthew 22:1-14

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second
chapter.

-
Glo - ry to Youu O Lord.

'Again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2"The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his
son, and sent his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding
feast, but they would not come. “Again he sent other servants, saying,
‘Tell those who are invited, See, | have prepared my dinner, my oxen and
my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to
the wedding feast.’ *But they paid no attention and went off, one to his
farm, another to his business, ®while the rest seized his servants, treated
them shamefully, and killed them. "The king was angry, and he sent his
troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 8Then he
said to his servants, 'The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were
not worthy. °Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding
feast as many as you find." '?And those servants went out into the roads
and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So the wedding
hall was filled with guests.

1""But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man
who had no wedding garment. ?And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did
you get in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless.
3Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast
him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.’ "For many are called, but few are chosen.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.




Nicene Creed LSB 158
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,

Sit

maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God, begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together
is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life "I of the world to come. Amen.



A Multitude Comes from the East and the West LSB 510
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That while there is time  we  make  haste, once  and  all,
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The blest of the Lord shall re - celve  al His  hand
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Have mer - cy up - on us, O e - sus!
Have mer - cy up - on us, O Je - sus!
Have mer - cy up - on us, O Je - sus!
Have mer - cv up - on us, O Je - sus!

Text: Magnus Brostrup Landstad, 1802-80; tr. Peer O. Strémme, 1856-1921, adapt.

Tune: Swedish, 1694
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand
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Prayer of the Church

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

The response after each petition is as follows:
Lord, in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer LSB 162

P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

(P} The grace of our Lord I+ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.

Sit
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Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain LSB 435
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make them white: Ye shall walk with God in light.
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deem - er  died, Sealed when He was

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.
Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-87
Text and tune: Public domain
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Resources for Meditation this Week

TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 11 October 2026

Readings

Isaiah 25:6-9
Philippians 4:4-13
Matthew 22:1-14

Clothed in the Righteousness of Christ, We Partake of His Wedding
Feast

By His cross and resurrection, the Lord has swallowed up death forever,
and by His Gospel He “will wipe away tears from all faces, and the
reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth” (Is. 25:8).
Therefore, “let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation” (Is. 25:9). On the
mountain of the Lord of hosts — in His Church on earth, as in the
kingdom of heaven — He has made “for all peoples a feast of rich food, a
feast of well-aged wine” (Is. 25:6). It is the royal “wedding feast” of the Son
of God, “and everything is ready” (Matt. 22:1, 4). Thus, His servants are
sent into the highways and byways to invite and gather as many as they
find, “both good and bad,” to fill the wedding hall with guests (Matt. 22:8—
10). In Holy Baptism, He clothes them all in the “wedding garment” of His
own perfect righteousness (Matt. 22:11). Therefore, “do not be anxious
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God,” and “rejoice in the
Lord always” (Phil. 4:4-6).
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TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 18 October 2026

Readings

Isaiah 45:1-7

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Matthew 22:15-22

We Are Recreated in the Image of God by the Cross of Christ

Plotting against Jesus, the Pharisees attempted “to entangle him in his
words” by asking about the payment of taxes to Caesar (Matt. 22:15). The
Lord pointed to coins required for the tax, and He answered that we
should “render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the
things that are God'’s” (Matt. 22:21). But if coins bearing the image of
Caesar should be rendered to him, then man — who is made in the
image of God — must be rendered to the Lord. That tax is paid for us by
the Lord Jesus, the image of God in the flesh, by His self-offering on the
cross. And from His cross, as the Lord’s anointed, He reigns as the true
Caesar over all nations “from the rising of the sun and from the west” (Is.
45:6). The Lord once called and anointed Cyrus “to subdue nations before
him and to loose the belts of kings” (Is. 45:1). Now by the preaching of the
Gospel, “in power and in the Holy Spirit” (1 Thess. 1:5), foreigners from all
over the world are “turned to God from idols to serve the living and true
God” (1 Thess. 1:9-10).
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Communion Theology and Practice

Welcome! In Holy Communion, our Lord invites us to eat and drink His
true Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins and eternal life
(Matthew 26:26-28). In preparation for this sacrament, each
communicant should examine him or herself and come to the Lord’s
Table seeking these things. As the Small Catechism teaches, “a person
is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: ‘Given
and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”” We likewise take
seriously St. Paul's admonition in 1 Corinthians 11:27-30 regarding
recognizing the Lord's Body and Blood in this sacrament and receiving
it worthily. We also believe that Holy Communion is a profession of
confessional unity in which all who commune at the Lord's Table are
united in their confession and faith (1 Corinthians 11:26).

Therefore, we practice what is often called “closed communion,” in
which we invite those Christians who have been baptized and
instructed in the Christian faith, who share in the same confession of
faith as the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and who believe that
Jesus offers here His true Body and Blood, in, with, and under the
elements of bread and wine, for the strengthening of their bodies and
souls, cleansing them of their old nature and giving them new life, to
join us at His table.

If you are new here, have not been baptized, or have not received
instruction with regard to the teachings of the Lutheran Church
regarding the Lord's Supper, have doubts about the nature of the
sacrament, or have questions, please introduce yourself to our pastor
before the service. He will be happy to discuss these things with you
and help determine whether or not you should commune. If you do
not wish to commune, have not been baptized, or have not been
instructed in the Christian faith, we invite you to come receive a
blessing. When you come to the altar, please come forward with your
arms crossed to indicate that you would like the pastor to bless you. If
you would like to learn more about the Christian faith or wish to be
baptized, please speak to our pastor!



