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A Community of Faith: Centered in Christ – Called to Serve 



 
 

 

Introit Psalm 143:1–2; antiphon: v. 9 

Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! 

 I have fled to you for refuge! 

Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy! 

 In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness! 

Enter not into judgment with your servant, 

 for no one living is righteous before you. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! 

 I have fled to you for refuge! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion Theology and Practice 

Please see our statement of Communion Theology and Practice 

on the back page of the worship bulletin. 

If you are a visitor with us this morning and wish to receive the 

Lord’s Supper, please speak with the pastor before the service. 
Thank you. 

 

The Lutheran Church of the Savior 

426 Davis Road - Bedford, MA 01730 
church@lcsavior.org 781-275-6013 

https://www.lcsavior.org 
 

Rev. Nils Niemeier, Pastor email: pastor@lcsavior.org 
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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Divine Service, Setting One 
 

 

Handbell Choir Prelude Celebration No. 2 in E-flat Major Keller 

 

Welcome 

 
Stand 

 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty LSB 790 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650–80; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Ander Theil Des Erneuerten Gesang-Buchs, 1665, Stralsund 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Confession and Absolution 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 
 

 
Stand 
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Service of the Word 

Psalm Psalm 103:1–12 

 

A Together, we sing Psalm 103 responsively: 
 

1Bless the LORD, | O my soul,* 

 and all that is within me, 

 bless his | holy name! 
2Bless the LORD, | O my soul,* 

 and forget not all his | benefits, 
3who forgives all your in- | iquity,* 

 who heals all your dis- | eases, 
4who redeems your life | from the pit,* 

 who crowns you with steadfast love and | mercy, 
5who satisfies | you with good* 

 so that your youth is renewed like the | eagle’s. 
6The LORD works | righteousness* 

 and justice for all who | are oppressed. 
7He made known his ways to | Moses,* 

 his acts to the people of | Israel. 
8The LORD is merciful and | gracious,* 

 slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. 
9He will not | always chide,* 

 nor will he keep his anger for- | ever. 
10He does not deal with us according | to our sins,* 

 nor repay us according to our in- | iquities. 
11For as high as the heavens are a- | bove the earth,* 

 so great is his steadfast love toward those who | fear him; 
12as far as the east is | from the west,* 

 so far does he remove our transgres- | sions from us. 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
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Kyrie LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 

Lord. 

 
 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church 

of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

A Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Let us pray. 

O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear 

the devout prayers of Your Church, especially in times of 

persecution, and grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
Sit 
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Old Testament Reading Genesis 50:15–21 

15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It 
may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we 

did to him.” 16So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father 
gave this command before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the 
transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to 

you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the 
God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His brothers 

also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your 
servants.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place 
of God? 20As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for 

good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they 

are today. 21So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” 
Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Choir Anthem “At the Name of Jesus” Noel, Hughes 

 

 

Epistle Romans 14:1–12 

1As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel 

over opinions. 2One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak 

person eats only vegetables. 3Let not the one who eats despise the one 

who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the 

one who eats, for God has welcomed him. 4Who are you to pass 

judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he 

stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him 

stand. 
5One person esteems one day as better than another, while another 

esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own 

mind. 6The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. 

The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to 

God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives 

thanks to God. 7For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to 

himself. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. 

So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to 
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this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the 

dead and of the living. 
10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you 

despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of 

God; 11for it is written, 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
 and every tongue shall confess to God.” 

12So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Stand 
 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 18:21–35 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 
 

 
 

21Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother 
sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said 

to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven. 
23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

wished to settle accounts with his servants. 24When he began to settle, 

one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25And since 

he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and 

children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26So the servant 
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fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 
you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the master of that servant 

released him and forgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant 

went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred 

denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you 
owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and went and put him 

in prison until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants saw 

what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and 

reported to their master all that had taken place. 32Then his master 

summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all 
that debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should not you have had 

mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his 

master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35So 

also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive 

your brother from your heart.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 
 

Nicene Creed LSB 158 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, 

very God of very God, begotten, not made, 

being of one substance with the Father, 

by whom all things were made; 

who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 

Mary and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered and was buried. 
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And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 

and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.  
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together 

is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Jesus Sinners Doth Receive LSB 609 

 

 

 

 
 

 sts 5–7  ► 
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5 Oh, how blest it is to know: 

    Were as scarlet my transgression, 

It shall be as white as snow 

    By Thy blood and bitter passion; 

For these words I now believe: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 

6 Now my conscience is at peace; 

    From the Law I stand acquitted. 

Christ hath purchased my release 

    And my ev’ry sin remitted. 
Naught remains my soul to grieve: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 

7 Jesus sinners doth receive; 

    Also I have been forgiven; 

And when I this earth must leave, 

    I shall find an open heaven. 

Dying, still to Him I cleave: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 
 

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756 

Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Sermon   

 
 

Stand 
 

 

Prayer of the Church 

L Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs. 
 

The response after each petition is as follows: 

L Lord, in your mercy: 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

C Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction  

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus LSB 685 

 

 

 
continued on next page 
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Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 

Tune: Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent. 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002371 

Tune: Public domain 
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Resources for Meditation this Week 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 13 September 2026 

Readings 

Genesis 50:15–21 

Romans 14:1–12 

Matthew 18:21–35 

 

Forgiving as the Lord Forgives Us 

 

In settling His accounts with us, our Lord acts not with anger, but with 

compassion. He does not imprison us as we deserve, but He forgives all 

our debts and releases us (Matt. 18:23–27). Therefore, our Lord bids each 

of us to have “mercy on your fellow servant” and “forgive your brother 
from your heart” (Matt. 18:33, 35). By the Lord’s forgiveness of our sins, 
we are free to forgive those who sin against us, because He has been 

handed over to the jailers in our stead and He has paid our entire debt 

with His lifeblood. Whether we live or die, we “are the Lord’s” (Rom. 14:8). 

Since we all will “stand before the judgment seat of God,” we are not to 

despise our brother (Rom. 14:10), but gladly forgive him. By the grace of 

God, our brother also “will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him 
stand” (Rom. 14:4). Though we daily sin against each other, the Lord 

intends “to bring it about that many people should be kept alive” (Gen. 

50:20). Jesus speaks kindly by His Gospel and promises: “I will provide for 
you and your little ones” (Gen. 50:21). 
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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 20 September 2026 

Readings 

Isaiah 55:6–9 

Philippians 1:12–14, 19–30 

Matthew 20:1–16 

 

Disciples Live in Their Vocations by Grace through Faith in Christ 

 

Those who are sent as “laborers for his vineyard” (Matt. 20:1) depict the 

wide diversity of vocations to which the disciples of Christ Jesus are 

called. Whatever our particular stations in life may be, we are called to 

live and serve by faith in His promises. Our labors do not merit anything 

before Him, for He is already generous to one and all without partiality. 

In mercy, He has chosen to bear “the burden of the day and the scorching 
heat” on our behalf, to make us equal to Himself and to give us what 

belongs to Him, that is, the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 20:12–15). This way 

of the Lord is foolishness to the world and foreign to our thoughts, but 

He draws near, so that “he may be found” (Is. 55:6), “have compassion” 
and “abundantly pardon” (Is. 55:7). So it is that we are found in Christ 

Jesus, and He is honored in our bodies, “whether by life or by death” (Phil. 

1:20), by “fruitful labor” (Phil. 1:22) or by suffering. It is by faith in His 

forgiveness that our works are “worthy of the gospel” (Phil. 1:27). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Communion Theology and Practice 

Welcome!  In Holy Communion, our Lord invites us to eat and drink His 

true Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins and eternal life 

(Matthew 26:26-28). In preparation for this sacrament, each 

communicant should examine him or herself and come to the Lord’s 
Table seeking these things. As the Small Catechism teaches, “a person 
is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: ‘Given 
and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.’” We likewise take 
seriously St. Paul's admonition in 1 Corinthians 11:27-30 regarding 

recognizing the Lord's Body and Blood in this sacrament and receiving 

it worthily. We also believe that Holy Communion is a profession of 

confessional unity in which all who commune at the Lord's Table are 

united in their confession and faith (1 Corinthians 11:26). 

 

Therefore, we practice what is often called “closed communion,” in 
which we invite those Christians who have been baptized and 

instructed in the Christian faith, who share in the same confession of 

faith as the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and who believe that 

Jesus offers here His true Body and Blood, in, with, and under the 

elements of bread and wine, for the strengthening of their bodies and 

souls, cleansing them of their old nature and giving them new life, to 

join us at His table. 

 

If you are new here, have not been baptized, or have not received 

instruction with regard to the teachings of the Lutheran Church 

regarding the Lord's Supper, have doubts about the nature of the 

sacrament, or have questions, please introduce yourself to our pastor 

before the service. He will be happy to discuss these things with you 

and help determine whether or not you should commune. If you do 

not wish to commune, have not been baptized, or have not been 

instructed in the Christian faith, we invite you to come receive a 

blessing. When you come to the altar, please come forward with your 

arms crossed to indicate that you would like the pastor to bless you. If 

you would like to learn more about the Christian faith or wish to be 

baptized, please speak to our pastor! 

 


