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Introit Psalm 2:6-7; 117; antiphon: Psalm 115:18

But we will bless the LORD
from this time forth and forevermore. Praise the LORD!
As for me, | have set my King
on Zion, my holy hill.
| will tell of the decree:
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today | have begotten you.”
Praise the LORD, all nations!
Extol him, all peoples!
For great is his steadfast love toward us,
and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. Praise the LORD!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
But we will bless the LORD
from this time forth and forevermore. Praise the LORD!

Communion Theology and Practice

Please see our statement of Communion Theology and Practice
on the back page of the worship bulletin.

If you are a visitor with us this morning and wish to receive the
Lord's Supper, please speak with the pastor before the service.
Thank you.



Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Divine Service, Setting One

Welcome
Stand
Holy God, We Praise Thy Name LSB 940
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vast do-main, Ev - er - last - ing s Thy reign.
sweet ac -cord: Ho -y, ho - Iy, ho - ly Lord!
set of sun  Through the Church the song goes on.
bars of death, Thou hast o - pened heav'n o faith.

bend the knee  While we  Oown the mys - ter - V.

Text: Latin, c. 4th cent.; German version Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1774, Vienna; tr. Clarence A. Walworth,
1820-1900, alt.

Tune: Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1774, Vienna

Text and tune: Public domain



Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P)

P)

In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and for self-examination.

(P)

Stand

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Service of the Word
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Together, we sing Psalm 138 responsively:

'l give you thanks, O LORD, with | my whole heart;*
before the gods | | sing your praise;
2| bow down toward your holy temple
and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and
your | faithfulness,*
for you have exalted above all things
your name | and your word.
30n the day | called, you | answered me;*
my strength of soul | you increased.

“All the kings of the earth shall give you thanks, | O Lorb,*
for they have heard the words | of your mouth,

>and they shall sing of the ways | of the LORD,*
for great is the glory | of the LORD.

5For though the LORD is high, he regards the | lowly,*
but the haughty he knows | from afar.

"Though I walk in the midst of trouble,
you pre- | serve my life;*
you stretch out your hand against the wrath of my enemies,
and your right hand de- | livers me.
8The Lorp will fulfill his pur- | pose for me;*
your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever.
Do not forsake the work | of your hands.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

LSB 152

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Psalm 138



For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church
of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.

Lé#.'.',‘fjﬂ—ﬂ—u:ﬂzz. —

L%

Lord God, hcav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praisc You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-lv Son of the Fa-ther, Tord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.

You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther;  re-ceive our prayer.
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo-ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P} The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you

(P] Let us pray.
Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know
Your Son, Jesus, to be the way, the truth, and the life that we may
boldly confess Him to be the Christ and steadfastly walk in the way
that leads to life eternal; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 51:1-6

Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness,
you who seek the LORD:
look to the rock from which you were hewn,
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
2Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when | called him,
that | might bless him and multiply him.
3For the LORD comforts Zion;
he comforts all her waste places
and makes her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the LORD;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.
4"Give attention to me, my people,
and give ear to me, my nation;
for a law will go out from me,
and | will set my justice for a light to the peoples.
My righteousness draws near,
my salvation has gone out,
and my arms will judge the peoples;
the coastlands hope for me,
and for my arm they wait.
bLift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath;
for the heavens vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and they who dwell in it will die in like manner;
but my salvation will be forever,
and my righteousness will never be dismayed.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Epistle Romans 11:33—12:8

330h, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!

34"For who has known the mind of the Lord,
or who has been his counselor?”

3"0Or who has given a gift to him
that he might be repaid?”

%For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be
glory forever. Amen.

'l appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is
your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may
discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.

3For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to
think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with
sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has
assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and the members
do not all have the same function, >so we, though many, are one body
in Christ, and individually members one of another. ®Having gifts that
differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in
proportion to our faith; ’if service, in our serving; the one who teaches,
in his teaching; 8the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who
contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who
does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
f)w |
-y \ e T T
GF L~ F o JT T F rr
. — — i [ e
Al-le - lu -ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
ﬁ# — - JF—- .
words of e-ter-nal life, Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.



Holy Gospel Matthew 16:13-20
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

3Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked
his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they
said, "Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah
or one of the prophets.” ">He said to them, “But who do you say that |
am?” '%Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God.” "And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in
heaven. '®And | tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my
church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. *°I will give you
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven.” Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he
was the Christ.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise  to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed LSB 158

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the
Father, by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and



ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together
is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I+ of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
The Church’s One Foundation LSB 644
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1 The Church’s one foun -da - tion Is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
2E - lect from ev - 'ry na-tion, Yet one o'er all the earth;
3 Though with a scom-ful won-der The world sees her op-pressed,
4 Through toil and trib - uw - la-tion And tu - multt of her war
5 Y she on earth has u - nion With God, the Three in One,
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She is His new cre -a - tion By wa - ter and the Word.
Her char-ter of sal - va - ton: One Lord, one faith, one birth.
By schisms rent a - sun - der, By her - e - sies dis-tressed,
She waits the con-sum-ma - tion Of peace for - ev - er - more
And mys - tic sweet com-mu - nion  With those whose rest is  won.
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Prom heav’'n He came and sought her To be His ho - ly bride;

One

ho - ly name she bless - es,

Par - takes one ho - ly food,

Yet  saints their watch are keep - ing; Their cry goes up, “How long?”
TillL with the vi-sion glo-rious Her long - ing eyes are blest,
0 bless - ed heav’n-ly cho - ms! Lord, save us by Your grace
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With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died.
And to one hope she press - es With ev - 'ry grace en-dued
And soon the night of weep -ing Shallbe the morn of song.
And the great Church vic - to - rious Shall be the Church at rest.
That we, like saints be - fore us, May see You face to face.

Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900, alt. Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-76. Text and tune: Public domain



Sermon

Stand

Prayer of the Church

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

The response after each petition is as follows:
Lord, in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer LSB 162

P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

(P} The grace of our Lord *}+ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.

Sit
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Christ Is Our Cornerstone LSB 912
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great love Our hopes we place OF  pres-ent grace And joys  a - bove.
that day When all the blest To end-less rest Are called a - way
pro - claim In joy - ful song, Both loud and long, That glo-rious name.

Text: Latin, c. 8th cent,; tr. John Chandler, 1806-76, alt.
Tune: John Darwall, 1731-89
Text and tune: Public domain
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Resources for Meditation this Week

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 23 August 2026

Readings

Isaiah 51:1-6
Romans 11:33—12:8
Matthew 16:13-20

The Lord Jesus Christ Is the Son of the Living God

Jesus asked His disciples: “But who do you say that | am?” (Matt. 16:15).
The question is also put to us: Who do you say that He is? Flesh and
blood do not reveal this to us, but by the ministry of the Gospel, the
Father in heaven reveals His Son to us on earth, who has become flesh
and suffered death for our salvation. Thus, we believe and confess that
He is “the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt. 16:16). As He died for
our transgressions and was raised for our justification, He looses us from
all our sins and preserves our life within His Church, against which even
“the gates of hell shall not prevail” (Matt. 16:18-19). His salvation is
forever, and His righteousness “will never be dismayed” (Is. 51:6). He
comforts us with the Gospel in His Church, so that “joy and gladness will
be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song” (Is. 51:3). Therefore,
“according to the measure of faith that God has assigned” (Rom. 12:3), we
also offer ourselves “as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God”
(Rom. 12:1) through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
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FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 30 August 2026

Readings
Jeremiah 15:15-21
Romans 12:9-21
Matthew 16:21-28

The Glory of God Is the Passion and Cross of Christ Jesus

After St. Peter confessed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living
God, our Lord “began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem
and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and
be killed, and on the third day be raised” (Matt. 16:21). Upon hearing this
"theology of the cross,” Simon Peter stumbled into a satanic "theology of
glory.” But the glory of God is revealed in the Passion and cross of His
incarnate Son. The faithful prophets, such as Jeremiah, suffered
persecution and rejection in anticipation of Jesus’ cross. Yet the Lord did
not abandon them; He remembered them, and He was with them to
deliver them (Jer. 15:15-20). By His cross, Jesus has redeemed the world,
and in His resurrection, He has vindicated all who trust in Him. Thus, the
Christian life is a discipleship of self-sacrificing love. Since Christ Jesus has
reconciled us to God, we “live peaceably with all” (Rom. 12:18). By the
certainty of His cross and resurrection, we “rejoice in hope,” and we are
“patient in tribulation” and “constant in prayer” (Rom. 12:12).
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Communion Theology and Practice

Welcome! In Holy Communion, our Lord invites us to eat and drink His
true Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins and eternal life
(Matthew 26:26-28). In preparation for this sacrament, each
communicant should examine him or herself and come to the Lord’s
Table seeking these things. As the Small Catechism teaches, “a person
is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: ‘Given
and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”” We likewise take
seriously St. Paul's admonition in 1 Corinthians 11:27-30 regarding
recognizing the Lord's Body and Blood in this sacrament and receiving
it worthily. We also believe that Holy Communion is a profession of
confessional unity in which all who commune at the Lord's Table are
united in their confession and faith (1 Corinthians 11:26).

Therefore, we practice what is often called “closed communion,” in
which we invite those Christians who have been baptized and
instructed in the Christian faith, who share in the same confession of
faith as the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and who believe that
Jesus offers here His true Body and Blood, in, with, and under the
elements of bread and wine, for the strengthening of their bodies and
souls, cleansing them of their old nature and giving them new life, to
join us at His table.

If you are new here, have not been baptized, or have not received
instruction with regard to the teachings of the Lutheran Church
regarding the Lord's Supper, have doubts about the nature of the
sacrament, or have questions, please introduce yourself to our pastor
before the service. He will be happy to discuss these things with you
and help determine whether or not you should commune. If you do
not wish to commune, have not been baptized, or have not been
instructed in the Christian faith, we invite you to come receive a
blessing. When you come to the altar, please come forward with your
arms crossed to indicate that you would like the pastor to bless you. If
you would like to learn more about the Christian faith or wish to be
baptized, please speak to our pastor!



