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Introit Psalm 28:1-2, 6-7; antiphon: v. 8

The LORD is the strength of his people;
he is the saving refuge of his anointed.
To you, O LoRD, | call; my rock, be not deaf to me,
lest, if you be silent to me,
| become like those who go down to the pit.
Hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, when | cry to you for help,
when | lift up my hands toward your most holy sanctuary.
Blessed be the LORD!
For he has heard the voice of my pleas for mercy.
The LORD is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts,
and | am helped;
my heart exults, and with my song | give thanks to him.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The LoRD is the strength of his people;
he is the saving refuge of his anointed.

Communion Theology and Practice

Please see our statement of Communion Theology and Practice
on the back page of the worship bulletin.

If you are a visitor with us this morning and wish to receive the
Lord's Supper, please speak with the pastor before the service.
Thank you.



Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Divine Service, Setting One

Welcome

Stand

Blest Be the Tie That Binds LSB 649

A .

AN

[y

™ I o) = [

o

| | |
I } 7 I rJ - |
I T T

g~ |

Blest be the e thal binds Our hearts in Chris - ian  love;
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Be - lore our Fa- ther’s throne We pour our ar - denl prayers;

When here our path - ways part. We sul - fer  bil - ler  pain;
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3 We share our mu - tal woes, Our mu-tual bur - dens  bear,
4
5 From sor-row, toil, and pain, And sin we shall be  free
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The fel-low-ship of  kin - dred minds Ts like to that a - bove.

Our fears, our hopes, our aims  are  one, Our com-forts and our  carcs.

And ol -ten lor each oth - er llows The sym - pa- thiz-ing  lear.
Yet, onc in Christ and one  In heart, We hope to meet a - gain.
And per-fect love and [riend-ship reign Throughall e - ter-ni - ty.

Text: John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.
Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not

in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.



Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and for self-examination.

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Stand

Service of the Word

Psalm Psalm 67
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Together, we sing Psalm 67 responsively:

'"May God be gracious to us and | bless us*
and make his face to shine up- | on us,
’that your way may be | known on earth,*

your saving power among all | nations.
3Let the peoples praise you, | O God;*
let all the peoples | praise you!

“Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy,*
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide the nations up- | on earth.



>Let the peoples praise you, | O God;*
let all the peoples | praise you!

5The earth has yielded its | increase;*
God, our God, shall | bless us.

’God shall | bless us;*
let all the ends of the earth | fear him!

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Kyrie LSB 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mer - cv.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church
of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cv.




Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.
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Lord God, hcav-cn-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praisc You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Tord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther;  re-ceive our prayer.
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo-ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P] The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you

P Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting Father, You give Your children many
blessings even though we are undeserving. In every trial and
temptation grant us steadfast confidence in Your loving-kindness
and mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

"Thus says the LORD: “Keep justice, and do righteousness,
for soon my salvation will come,
and my deliverance be revealed. . . .

®“And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD,
to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD,
and to be his servants,
everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it,
and holds fast my covenant—
"these | will bring to my holy mountain,
and make them joyful in my house of prayer;
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar;
for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.’
8The Lord Gob,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel, declares,
"I will gather yet others to him
besides those already gathered.”
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Epistle Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32

"l ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For | myself
am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of
Benjamin. 2God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. . ..

>Now | am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as | am an apostle
to the Gentiles, | magnify my ministry "#in order somehow to make my
fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of them. "For if their rejection
means the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean
but life from the dead? ...

28As regards the gospel, they are enemies of God for your sake. But as
regards election, they are beloved for the sake of their forefathers. 2°For
the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 3Just as you were at one
time disobedient to God but now have received mercy because of their
disobedience, 3'so they too have now been disobedient in order that by
the mercy shown to you they also may now receive mercy. 3*For God has
consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Al-le - lu -ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life, Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu -ia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 15:21-28

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifteenth chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.



21Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and
Sidon. 22And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and
was crying, "Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is
severely oppressed by a demon.” 22But he did not answer her a word.
And his disciples came and begged him, saying, “Send her away, for she
is crying out after us.” 2*He answered, “l was sent only to the lost sheep
of the house of Israel.” 2°But she came and knelt before him, saying,
“Lord, help me.” 2°And he answered, "It is not right to take the children'’s
bread and throw it to the dogs.” 2’She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs
eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 2Then Jesus answered
her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” And
her daughter was healed instantly.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, 0 Christ.

Nicene Creed LSB 158

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried. -



And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together
is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life I« of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
In Christ There Is No East or West LSB 653
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1 In Christ there 15 no easl or wesl,
2 With God there 1% no tribe or Taee;
3 S0, broth - ers, sis - ters, praise  His name
4 Join  hands, dis - o - ples of the faith,
5n Christ now meet both enst and west;
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In Him no south or  north, But one great fel - low-
In Him we all are  one. He loves us as  His
Who  died to sct s free From sin, di - v - sion,
What - e’er your race may be; Who serves my  Fa - ther
In Him meeL south and north. All  Chris- tian souls are
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ship of love Through - out the  whole wide  carth.
chil - dren through Our faith in  His dear  Som,
hate, and shame, From spite and en - i - Lyl
as His  child s sure - Iy kin to me.
one in Him Through - out the whole wide earth.

Text (sts. 1, 4-5): John Oxenham, 1852-1941, alt,; (st. 2): Mark A. Jeske, 1952; (st. 3): Michael A. Perry, 1942-96
Tune: African American spiritual; adapt. Harry T. Burleigh, 1866-1949

Text (st. 2): © 1993 Mark A. Jeske; (st. 3): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002371

Text (sts. 1, 4-5) and tune: Public domain



Sermon

Stand

Prayer of the Church

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

The response after each petition is as follows:
Lord, in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer LSB 162

P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

(P} The grace of our Lord *}+ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.

Sit



A Multitude Comes from the East and the West LSB 510
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Have mer - cy up - on us, O e - sus!
Have mer - cy up - on us, O Je - sus!
Have mer - cy up - on us, O Je - sus!
Have mer - cv up - on us, O Je - sus!

Text: Magnus Brostrup Landstad, 1802-80; tr. Peer O. Strémme, 1856-1921, adapt.
Tune: Swedish, 1694
Text and tune: Public domain
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Resources for Meditation this Week

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 16 August 2026

Readings

Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32
Matthew 15:21-28

The Church Lives Under the Cross of Christ and Prays in the Hope of
His Mercy

By her persistent prayer that Jesus would have mercy and help her (Matt.
15:22, 24), and even in the face of His initial silence and apparent
rejection (Matt. 15:23-26), the Canaanite woman boldly confessed her
faith in Him (Matt. 15:27-28). Her beautiful example encourages us to
cling to the words and promises of the Gospel, even in the face of the
Law that accuses and condemns us. “For the gifts and the calling of God
are irrevocable” (Rom. 11:29), and His Law “has consigned all to
disobedience” for the very purpose “that he may have mercy on all” (Rom.
11:32). Hence, the woman's faith and hope were not disappointed, but
her prayers were answered in the mercy of Christ. Not only does He grant
us the crumbs from His table, but He also feeds us with “the children’s
bread” in the house of His Father (Matt. 15:26-27). He has brought us to
His “holy mountain,” and He makes us joyful in His house, where He
hears our prayers and accepts our sacrifice of praise upon the altar of His
cross (Is. 56:7).
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THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 23 August 2026

Readings

Isaiah 51:1-6
Romans 11:33—12:8
Matthew 16:13-20

The Lord Jesus Christ Is the Son of the Living God

Jesus asked His disciples: “But who do you say that | am?” (Matt. 16:15).
The question is also put to us: Who do you say that He is? Flesh and
blood do not reveal this to us, but by the ministry of the Gospel, the
Father in heaven reveals His Son to us on earth, who has become flesh
and suffered death for our salvation. Thus, we believe and confess that
He is “the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt. 16:16). As He died for
our transgressions and was raised for our justification, He looses us from
all our sins and preserves our life within His Church, against which even
“the gates of hell shall not prevail” (Matt. 16:18-19). His salvation is
forever, and His righteousness “will never be dismayed” (Is. 51:6). He
comforts us with the Gospel in His Church, so that “joy and gladness will
be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song” (Is. 51:3). Therefore,
“according to the measure of faith that God has assigned” (Rom. 12:3), we
also offer ourselves “as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God”
(Rom. 12:1) through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
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Communion Theology and Practice

Welcome! In Holy Communion, our Lord invites us to eat and drink His
true Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins and eternal life
(Matthew 26:26-28). In preparation for this sacrament, each
communicant should examine him or herself and come to the Lord’s
Table seeking these things. As the Small Catechism teaches, “a person
is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: ‘Given
and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”” We likewise take
seriously St. Paul's admonition in 1 Corinthians 11:27-30 regarding
recognizing the Lord's Body and Blood in this sacrament and receiving
it worthily. We also believe that Holy Communion is a profession of
confessional unity in which all who commune at the Lord's Table are
united in their confession and faith (1 Corinthians 11:26).

Therefore, we practice what is often called “closed communion,” in
which we invite those Christians who have been baptized and
instructed in the Christian faith, who share in the same confession of
faith as the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and who believe that
Jesus offers here His true Body and Blood, in, with, and under the
elements of bread and wine, for the strengthening of their bodies and
souls, cleansing them of their old nature and giving them new life, to
join us at His table.

If you are new here, have not been baptized, or have not received
instruction with regard to the teachings of the Lutheran Church
regarding the Lord's Supper, have doubts about the nature of the
sacrament, or have questions, please introduce yourself to our pastor
before the service. He will be happy to discuss these things with you
and help determine whether or not you should commune. If you do
not wish to commune, have not been baptized, or have not been
instructed in the Christian faith, we invite you to come receive a
blessing. When you come to the altar, please come forward with your
arms crossed to indicate that you would like the pastor to bless you. If
you would like to learn more about the Christian faith or wish to be
baptized, please speak to our pastor!



