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The Lutheran Church of the Savior 

A Community of Faith: Centered in Christ – Called to Serve 



 
 

 

Introit Psalm 34:4–8; antiphon: v. 1 

I will bless the LORD at all times; 

 his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

I sought the LORD, and he answered me 

 and delivered me from all my fears. 

Those who look to him are radiant, 

 and their faces shall never be ashamed. 

This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him 

 and saved him out of all his troubles. 

The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him, 

 and delivers them. 

Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! 

 Blessèd is the man who takes refuge in him! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

I will bless the LORD at all times; 

 his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

 

 

 

 

Communion Theology and Practice 

Please see our statement of Communion Theology and Practice 

on the back page of the worship bulletin. 

If you are a visitor with us this morning and wish to receive the 

Lord’s Supper, please speak with the pastor before the service. 
Thank you. 

 

The Lutheran Church of the Savior 

426 Davis Road - Bedford, MA 01730 
church@lcsavior.org 781-275-6013 

https://www.lcsavior.org 
 

Rev. Nils Niemeier, Pastor email: pastor@lcsavior.org 



1 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Divine Service 
 

 

Welcome 
 
 

Stand 

 

Song All the Earth Will Sing Your Praises Baloche 

Chorus, Verse, Chorus, Verse, Chorus, Tag 

 
 

continued on next page 
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Confession and Absolution 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Stand 

 

Song Lord Have Mercy On Us Kendrick 

Sung twice 

 
 

 

Service of the Word 

Psalm Psalm 18:1–6 

A Together, we speak Psalm 18 responsively: 
 

1I love you, 

 O LORD, my strength. 
2The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, 

 my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 

 my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
3I call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised, 

 and I am saved from my enemies. 
4The cords of death encompassed me; 

 the torrents of destruction assailed me; 
5the cords of Sheol entangled me; 

 the snares of death confronted me. ► 
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6In my distress I called upon the LORD; 

 to my God I cried for help. 

From his temple he heard my voice, 

 and my cry to him reached his ears. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and most merciful God, preserve us from all harm and 

danger that we, being ready in both body and soul, may cheerfully 

accomplish what You want done; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
 

Sit 
 

 

Old Testament Reading Job 38:4–18 

4[The Lord said to Job:] “Where were you when I laid the 
foundation of the earth? 

 Tell me, if you have understanding. 
5Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 

 Or who stretched the line upon it? 
6On what were its bases sunk, 

 or who laid its cornerstone, 
7when the morning stars sang together 

 and all the sons of God shouted for joy? 
8“Or who shut in the sea with doors 

 when it burst out from the womb, 
9when I made clouds its garment 

 and thick darkness its swaddling band, 
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10and prescribed limits for it 

 and set bars and doors, 
11and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, 
 and here shall your proud waves be stayed’? 
12“Have you commanded the morning since your days began, 
 and caused the dawn to know its place, 
13that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth, 

 and the wicked be shaken out of it? 
14It is changed like clay under the seal, 

 and its features stand out like a garment. 
15From the wicked their light is withheld, 

 and their uplifted arm is broken. 
16“Have you entered into the springs of the sea, 
 or walked in the recesses of the deep? 
17Have the gates of death been revealed to you, 

 or have you seen the gates of deep darkness? 
18Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth? 

 Declare, if you know all this.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Epistle Romans 10:5–17 

5Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that 

the person who does the commandments shall live by them. 6But the 

righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will 
ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7or “‘Who will 
descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8But 

what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because, if you confess with 

your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised 

him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For with the heart one believes 

and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 11For the 

Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is 

Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13For “everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
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14But how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? 

And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And 

how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15And how are they 

to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the 
feet of those who preach the good news!” 16But they have not all obeyed 

the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard 
from us?” 17So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word 

of Christ. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Stand 
 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 14:22–33 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

22Immediately [Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go 

before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23And after 

he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to 

pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but the boat by this 

time was a long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind 

was against them. 25And in the fourth watch of the night he came to 

them, walking on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on 

the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out 
in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is 
I. Do not be afraid.” 

28And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to 
you on the water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and 
walked on the water and came to Jesus. 30But when he saw the wind, he 

was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 31Jesus 

immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, 

“O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32And when they got into the 

boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, 

“Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 



7 

Nicene Creed LSB 158 

C I believe in one God, 

the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, 

very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, 

being of one substance with the Father, 

by whom all things were made; 

who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 

and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end.  
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord and giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together 

is worshiped and glorified, 

who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 

Sit 
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Song Speak, O Lord Getty, Townend 

 
 

 

Sermon   
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Stand 
 

 

Prayer of the Church 

L Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs. 
 

The response after each petition is as follows: 

L Lord, in your mercy: 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

C Amen. 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer  

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Benediction  

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 

 

 
Sit 
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Song Son of God Cash, Cochran, Neufeld, Neufeld 

Verse 1, Verse 2, Chorus, Verse 3, Verse 4, Chorus, Bridge x2, Chorus 
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Resources for Meditation this Week 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 9 August 2026 

Readings 

Job 38:4–18 

Romans 10:5–17 

Matthew 14:22–33 

 

Christ the Crucified Comes to Save Us by the Word of Faith 

 

The Lord who “laid the foundation of the earth” (Job 38:4) is the Author 

and Giver of life who governs all things by His Word. His wisdom and 

power are beyond our understanding, except as He reveals Himself in the 

incarnate Word, Christ Jesus. He has “entered into the springs of the sea” 
and “walked in the recesses of the deep” (Job 38:16), and He draws near to 

us in mercy. We have been “a long way from the land, beaten by the 
waves” and tossed about by hostile winds (Matt. 14:24). In our mortality 

and sinful unbelief, we do not always recognize the Lord Jesus. But as we 

cry out in fear, He speaks tenderly to us, “Do not be afraid,” and He 

reaches out His hand to save us (Matt. 14:27, 31). “Everyone who calls on 
the name of the Lord will be saved” (Rom. 10:13), and now we call upon 

Him in faith, because we have heard “through the word of Christ” (Rom. 

10:17). “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (Rom. 

10:8). 
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TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 16 August 2026 

Readings 

Isaiah 56:1, 6–8 

Romans 11:1–2a, 13–15, 28–32 

Matthew 15:21–28 

 

The Church Lives Under the Cross of Christ and Prays in the Hope of 

His Mercy 

 

By her persistent prayer that Jesus would have mercy and help her (Matt. 

15:22, 24), and even in the face of His initial silence and apparent 

rejection (Matt. 15:23–26), the Canaanite woman boldly confessed her 

faith in Him (Matt. 15:27–28). Her beautiful example encourages us to 

cling to the words and promises of the Gospel, even in the face of the 

Law that accuses and condemns us. “For the gifts and the calling of God 
are irrevocable” (Rom. 11:29), and His Law “has consigned all to 
disobedience” for the very purpose “that he may have mercy on all” (Rom. 

11:32). Hence, the woman’s faith and hope were not disappointed, but 
her prayers were answered in the mercy of Christ. Not only does He grant 

us the crumbs from His table, but He also feeds us with “the children’s 
bread” in the house of His Father (Matt. 15:26–27). He has brought us to 

His “holy mountain,” and He makes us joyful in His house, where He 

hears our prayers and accepts our sacrifice of praise upon the altar of His 

cross (Is. 56:7). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Communion Theology and Practice 

Welcome!  In Holy Communion, our Lord invites us to eat and drink His 

true Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins and eternal life 

(Matthew 26:26-28). In preparation for this sacrament, each 

communicant should examine him or herself and come to the Lord’s 
Table seeking these things. As the Small Catechism teaches, “a person 
is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: ‘Given 
and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.’” We likewise take 
seriously St. Paul's admonition in 1 Corinthians 11:27-30 regarding 

recognizing the Lord's Body and Blood in this sacrament and receiving 

it worthily. We also believe that Holy Communion is a profession of 

confessional unity in which all who commune at the Lord's Table are 

united in their confession and faith (1 Corinthians 11:26). 

 

Therefore, we practice what is often called “closed communion,” in 
which we invite those Christians who have been baptized and 

instructed in the Christian faith, who share in the same confession of 

faith as the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and who believe that 

Jesus offers here His true Body and Blood, in, with, and under the 

elements of bread and wine, for the strengthening of their bodies and 

souls, cleansing them of their old nature and giving them new life, to 

join us at His table. 

 

If you are new here, have not been baptized, or have not received 

instruction with regard to the teachings of the Lutheran Church 

regarding the Lord's Supper, have doubts about the nature of the 

sacrament, or have questions, please introduce yourself to our pastor 

before the service. He will be happy to discuss these things with you 

and help determine whether or not you should commune. If you do 

not wish to commune, have not been baptized, or have not been 

instructed in the Christian faith, we invite you to come receive a 

blessing. When you come to the altar, please come forward with your 

arms crossed to indicate that you would like the pastor to bless you. If 

you would like to learn more about the Christian faith or wish to be 

baptized, please speak to our pastor! 

 


