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The Lutheran Church of the Savior 

A Community of Faith: Centered in Christ – Called to Serve 



 
 

 

Introit Psalm 105:2–6; antiphon: v. 1 

Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; 

 make known his deeds among the peoples! 

Sing to him, sing praises to him; 

 tell of all his wondrous works! 

Glory in his holy name; 

 let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! 

Seek the LORD and his strength; 

 seek his presence continually! 

Remember the wondrous works that he has done, 

 his miracles, and the judgments he uttered, 

O offspring of Abraham, his servant, 

 children of Jacob, his chosen ones! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; 

 make known his deeds among the peoples! 

 

 

 

 

Communion Theology and Practice 

Please see our statement of Communion Theology and Practice 

on the back page of the worship bulletin. 

If you are a visitor with us this morning and wish to receive the 

Lord’s Supper, please speak with the pastor before the service. 
Thank you. 

 

The Lutheran Church of the Savior 

426 Davis Road - Bedford, MA 01730 
church@lcsavior.org 781-275-6013 

https://www.lcsavior.org 
 

Rev. Nils Niemeier, Pastor email: pastor@lcsavior.org 
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Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Divine Service, Setting One 

Welcome 
Stand 
 

Church of God, Elect and Glorious LSB 646 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: James Edward Seddon, 1915–83. Tune: Cyril V. Taylor, 1907–92. Text: © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. 

Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002371. Tune: © 1942, renewed 1970 

Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002371 
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Confession and Absolution 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 
 

 
Stand 
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Service of the Word 

Psalm Psalm 125; antiphon: v. 2 

 

A Together, we sing Psalm 125 responsively: 
 

1Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount | Zion,* 

 which cannot be moved, but abides for- | ever. 
2As the mountains surround Jerusalem, 

 so the LORD surrounds his | people,* 

 from this time forth and for- | evermore. 
3For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest 

 on the land allotted to the | righteous,* 

lest the righteous stretch out 

 their hands to | do wrong. 
4Do good, O LORD, to those | who are good,* 

 and to those who are upright | in their hearts! 
5But those who turn aside to their crooked ways 

 the LORD will lead away with evil- | doers!* 

 Peace be upon | Israel! 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 

Lord. 
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A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church 

of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

A Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 



5 

 

 

 
 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, 

and love, that, receiving what You have promised, we may love 

what You have commanded; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 
 
 

Sit 
 

 

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 7:6–9 

6“You are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has 

chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the 

peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7It was not because you were 

more in number than any other people that the LORD set his love on you 

and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8but it is because 

the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, 
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that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed 

you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 
9Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who 

keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep 

his commandments, to a thousand generations.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 

Epistle Romans 8:28–39 

28We know that for those who love God all things work together for 

good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29For those 

whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image 

of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 
30And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he 

called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 

against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us 

all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who 

shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who 

is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who 

was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding 

for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, 

or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 
36As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
 we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 

loved us. 38For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, 

nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor 

depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Stand 
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Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 13:44–52 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 
 

 
 

44[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, 
which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all 

that he has and buys that field. 
45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 

pearls, 46who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that 

he had and bought it. 
47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the 

sea and gathered fish of every kind. 48When it was full, men drew it 

ashore and sat down and sorted the good into containers but threw 

away the bad. 49So it will be at the close of the age. The angels will come 

out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the 

fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
51“Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 

52And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for 
the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his 

treasure what is new and what is old.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed LSB 158 

C I believe in one God, 

the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, 

very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, 

being of one substance with the Father, 

by whom all things were made; 

who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 

and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord and giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together 

is worshiped and glorified, 

who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 
Sit 
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Built on the Rock LSB 645 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783–1872, abr.; tr. Carl Döving, 1867–1937, alt. 

Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812–87 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon   

 

 
Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

L Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs. 
 

The response after each petition is as follows: 

L Lord, in your mercy: 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Benediction  

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 

 
 

Sit 
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Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior LSB 619 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 

Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002371 

Tune: Public domain 
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Resources for Meditation this Week 

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 26 July 2026 

Readings 

Deuteronomy 7:6–9 

Romans 8:28–39 

Matthew 13:44–52 

 

The Son of God Has Redeemed Us for Himself with His Holy and 

Precious Blood 

 

The Lord our God has chosen us to be “his treasured possession,” not 

because of any strength in us, but solely “because the LORD loves” us 

(Deut. 7:6–8). He is faithful, and He “keeps covenant and steadfast love 
with those who love him and keep his commandments” (Deut. 7:9). He has 

searched for us and found us in love, and He has bestowed on us “great 
value” by the great price that He has paid on the cross (Matt. 13:45–46). 

In His joy, He has redeemed us by His cross and gathered us into His 

kingdom by the Gospel. Now we are “hidden in a field,” covered by the 

cross and subject to the persecution of the world (Matt. 13:44), not for 

destruction, but “to be conformed to the image of his Son” (Rom. 8:29). 

Since we “are called according to his purpose” (Rom. 8:28), and because 

Christ Jesus died, rose again and lives to intercede for us “at the right 
hand of God” (Rom. 8:34), there is nothing in all creation that can 

separate us from “the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:39). 
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TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 2 August 2026 

Readings 

Isaiah 55:1–5 

Romans 9:1–5 (6–13) 

Matthew 14:13–21 

 

Christ Jesus, the Living Bread from Heaven, Feeds the Children of 

God 

 

By the Gospel of “the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever” (Rom. 

9:5), we are “the children of God” (Rom. 9:8), “not because of works but 
because of him who calls” (Rom. 9:11). Therefore, “listen diligently” and 

“hear, that your soul may live.” By His sacrificial death in His flesh and 

blood, He has made “an everlasting covenant” for us. Since He now calls 

us to Himself, we come to Him “and eat what is good, and delight … in 
rich food” (Is. 55:2–3). He has come with divine compassion to save us 

from sin and death and to feed us with Himself. As our Lord Jesus once 

took bread, “said a blessing,” broke the loaves, “and gave them to the 
disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds” (Matt. 14:18–19), He 

also now takes bread, blesses it by His Word to be His very body, and 

distributes it to His Church by the hand of His called and ordained 

servants. Just as “they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces,” 
there is more than enough for His whole Church to eat and to be 

satisfied (Matt. 14:20). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Communion Theology and Practice 

Welcome!  In Holy Communion, our Lord invites us to eat and drink His 

true Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins and eternal life 

(Matthew 26:26-28). In preparation for this sacrament, each 

communicant should examine him or herself and come to the Lord’s 
Table seeking these things. As the Small Catechism teaches, “a person 
is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: ‘Given 
and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.’” We likewise take 
seriously St. Paul's admonition in 1 Corinthians 11:27-30 regarding 

recognizing the Lord's Body and Blood in this sacrament and receiving 

it worthily. We also believe that Holy Communion is a profession of 

confessional unity in which all who commune at the Lord's Table are 

united in their confession and faith (1 Corinthians 11:26). 

 

Therefore, we practice what is often called “closed communion,” in 
which we invite those Christians who have been baptized and 

instructed in the Christian faith, who share in the same confession of 

faith as the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and who believe that 

Jesus offers here His true Body and Blood, in, with, and under the 

elements of bread and wine, for the strengthening of their bodies and 

souls, cleansing them of their old nature and giving them new life, to 

join us at His table. 

 

If you are new here, have not been baptized, or have not received 

instruction with regard to the teachings of the Lutheran Church 

regarding the Lord's Supper, have doubts about the nature of the 

sacrament, or have questions, please introduce yourself to our pastor 

before the service. He will be happy to discuss these things with you 

and help determine whether or not you should commune. If you do 

not wish to commune, have not been baptized, or have not been 

instructed in the Christian faith, we invite you to come receive a 

blessing. When you come to the altar, please come forward with your 

arms crossed to indicate that you would like the pastor to bless you. If 

you would like to learn more about the Christian faith or wish to be 

baptized, please speak to our pastor! 

 


