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Welcome 

 

Words from the Clements Family 

 

739 Precious Lord, Take My Hand LSB 739 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Thomas A. Dorsey, 1899–1993 

Text and tune: © 1938 (renewed) Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., admin. Alfred Music. Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002371 

 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

The casket may be covered with a funeral pall. 
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Remembrance of Baptism 

P In Holy Baptism William was clothed with the robe of Christ’s 

righteousness that covered all his sin. St. Paul says: “Do you not 

know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into His death?” 

C We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in 

order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 

of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we 

have been united with Him in a death like His, we shall 

certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like His. 

 

Introit 

 

Kyrie 

P Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for Your loving-

kindness shown to [name] and to all Your servants who, having 

finished their course in faith, now rest from their labors. Grant that 

we also may be faithful unto death and receive the crown of 

eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 
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Old Testament Reading Ecclesiastes 3:1–15 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Ecclesiastes, chapter 3. 

  

 1For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under 

heaven: 

2a time to be born, and a time to die; 

a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
3a time to kill, and a time to heal; 

a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
4a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 

a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
5a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 

a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
6a time to seek, and a time to lose; 

a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 
7a time to tear, and a time to sew; 

a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
8a time to love, and a time to hate; 

a time for war, and a time for peace. 

 9What gain has the worker from his toil? 10I have seen the business 

that God has given to the children of man to be busy with. 11He has 

made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into 

man’s heart, yet so that he cannot find out what God has done from 

the beginning to the end. 12I perceived that there is nothing better for 

them than to be joyful and to do good as long as they live; 13also that 

everyone should eat and drink and take pleasure in all his toil—this is 

God’s gift to man. 

 14I perceived that whatever God does endures forever; nothing can 

be added to it, nor anything taken from it. God has done it, so that 

people fear before him. 15That which is, already has been; that which is 

to be, already has been; and God seeks what has been driven away. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 23 (KJV) 

C The LORD is my shepherd; 

 I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 

 He leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth | my soul: 

 He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s 

sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; 

 Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine 

enemies: 

 Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 

life: 

 and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Anthem - "In the Garden" 

 

Epistle 2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1 

A The Epistle is from 2 Corinthians, chapter 4. 

  

 13Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been 

written, “I believed, and so I spoke,” we also believe, and so we also 

speak, 14knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also 

with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence. 15For it is all for your 

sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may 

increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 

 16So we do not lose heart. Though our outer nature is wasting away, 

our inner nature is being renewed day by day. 17For this slight 

momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory 

beyond all comparison, 18as we look not to the things that are seen but 
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to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, 

but the things that are unseen are eternal. 

 1For we know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is destroyed, 

we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in 

the heavens. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Verse 

A Alleluia, alle- | luia.* 

Jesus Christ is the firstborn | of the dead; 

C to Him be glory and power for- | ever.* 

Alle- | luia. 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 7:7–11 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the seventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 7“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and 

it will be opened to you. 8For everyone who asks receives, and the one 

who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. 9Or 

which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? 
10Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? 11If you then, who are 

evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 

your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him! 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

P God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
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And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

801 How Great Thou Art LSB 801 
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Text: Carl Gustaf Boberg, 1859–1940; tr. Stuart W. K. Hine, 1899–1989 

Tune: Swedish; arr. Stuart W. K. Hine, 1899–1989 

Text and tune: © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust, admin. EMI CMG and Hope Publishing Co. Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002371 

 

Sermon 

 

Kneel/Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray to the Lord, our God and Father, who raised Jesus from 

the dead. 

P Almighty God, You have knit Your chosen people together into 

one communion in the mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. Give to Your whole Church in heaven and on earth Your light 

and peace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and 

resurrection may die to sin and rise to newness of life and so pass 

with Him through the gate of death and the grave to our joyful 

resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Grant that all who have been nourished by the holy body and 

blood of Your Son may be raised to immortality and incorruption 

to be seated with Him at Your heavenly banquet. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Give to the family of William and to all who mourn comfort in their 

grief and a sure confidence in Your loving care that, casting all 

their sorrow on You, they may know the consolation of Your love. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Give courage and faith to the bereaved, that within the 

communion of Your Church they may have strength to meet the 

days ahead in the assurance of a holy and certain hope and in the 

joyful expectation of eternal life with those they love who have 

departed in the faith. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to 

believe and find comfort in the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Receive our thanks for William and for all the blessings You 

bestowed on him in this earthly life. Bring us at last to our 

heavenly home that with him we may see You face to face in the 

joys of paradise. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P O God of all grace, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to 

bring life and immortality to light. We give You thanks that by His 

death He destroyed the power of death and by His resurrection He 

opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Strengthen us in 

the confidence that because He lives we shall live also, and that 

neither death nor life nor things present nor things to come will be 

able to separate us from Your love, which is in Christ Jesus, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

  



9 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Nunc Dimittis 

A “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who 

believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives 

and believes in Me will never die.” 

  

C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; 

     Your word has been fulfilled. 

My own eyes have seen the salvation 

     which You have prepared in the sight of every people: 

a light to reveal You to the nations 

     and the glory of Your people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen. 

  

A “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who 

believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives 

and believes in Me will never die.” 
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Concluding Collect 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Lord God, our shepherd, You gather the lambs of Your flock into 

the arms of Your mercy and bring them home. Comfort us with the 

certain hope of the resurrection to everlasting life and a joyful 

reunion with those we love who have died in the faith; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction and Dismissal 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

  

P Let us go forth in peace, 

C in the name of the Lord. Amen. 
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Oh When the Saints Go Marching In 

 

 

 
Tune: © 1994 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this 

service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-700090. All rights reserved. Used by permission: One 

License no. #A-700090 

 

 

 
 

William J. Clements, Jr.’s ashes will be buried on Friday, April 17, 2026 at 

2:00 PM at the Massachusetts Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery in Winchendon, 

Massachusetts. 
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