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SERVICE OF LIGHT 
 

Stand 

 

L Now is the time of God’s favor; 

 
 

L Turn us again, O God of our salvation, 

 
 

L May Your justice shine like the sun; 

 
 

Phos Hilaron LSB 244 

L Joyous light of glory: 
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Thanksgiving for Light LSB 245 

L Blessèd are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led 

Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by 

night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His 

Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are 

merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, 

glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 
 

Sit 

 

Psalmody 

 

Psalm 141 LSB 245 

 

 

 

 
 ► 
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L Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, 

and let Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified 

minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the 

whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Psalm Psalm 32 

 
A Together, we sing Psalm 32 responsively: 

1Blessèd is the one whose transgression is for- | given,* 

 whose sin is | covered. 
2Blessèd is the man against whom the LORD counts no in- | 

iquity,* 

 and in whose spirit there is | no deceit. 

3For when I kept silent, my bones wast- | ed away* 

 through my groaning | all day long. 
4For day and night your hand was heavy up- | on me;* 

 my strength was dried up as by the heat of | summer. 

5I acknowledged my sin to you, 

 and I did not cover my in- | iquity;* 

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” 

 and you forgave the iniquity | of my sin. 

6Therefore let everyone who is godly 

 offer prayer to you at a time when you | may be found;* 

surely in the rush of great waters, 

 they shall not | reach him. 
7You are a hiding place for me; 

 you preserve me from | trouble;* 

 you surround me with shouts of de- | liverance. 

8I will instruct you and teach you in the way | you should go;* 

 I will counsel you with my eye up- | on you. 
9Be not like a horse or a mule, without under- | standing,* 

 which must be curbed with bit and bridle, 

 or it will not stay | near you. 

 ► 
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10Many are the sorrows of the | wicked,* 

 but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts | in the 

 LORD. 
11Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O | righteous,* 

 and shout for joy, all you up- | right in heart! 

C Glory be to the Father and  | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy  | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever.  | Amen. 

 

 

 

Jesus, Refuge of the Weary LSB 423 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Girolamo Savonarola, 1452–98; tr. Jane F. Wilde, 1826–96, alt. 

Tune: Erbaulicher Musicalischer Christen-Schatz, 1745, Basel 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Readings 

 

Reading Numbers 16:23–50 

L A reading from Numbers, chapter 16. 

 
23And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 24“Say to the congregation, 

Get away from the dwelling of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.” 
25Then Moses rose and went to Dathan and Abiram, and the elders of 

Israel followed him. 26And he spoke to the congregation, saying, “Depart, 

please, from the tents of these wicked men, and touch nothing of theirs, 

lest you be swept away with all their sins.” 27So they got away from the 

dwelling of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. And Dathan and Abiram came 

out and stood at the door of their tents, together with their wives, their 

sons, and their little ones. 28And Moses said, “Hereby you shall know that 

the LORD has sent me to do all these works, and that it has not been of 

my own accord. 29If these men die as all men die, or if they are visited by 

the fate of all mankind, then the LORD has not sent me. 30But if the LORD 

creates something new, and the ground opens its mouth and swallows 

them up with all that belongs to them, and they go down alive into 

Sheol, then you shall know that these men have despised the LORD.” 
31And as soon as he had finished speaking all these words, the ground 

under them split apart. 32And the earth opened its mouth and swallowed 

them up, with their households and all the people who belonged to 

Korah and all their goods. 33So they and all that belonged to them went 

down alive into Sheol, and the earth closed over them, and they perished 

from the midst of the assembly. 34And all Israel who were around them 

fled at their cry, for they said, “Lest the earth swallow us up!” 35And fire 

came out from the LORD and consumed the 250 men offering the 

incense. 
36Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 37“Tell Eleazar the son of 

Aaron the priest to take up the censers out of the blaze. Then scatter the 

fire far and wide, for they have become holy. 38As for the censers of these 

men who have sinned at the cost of their lives, let them be made into 

hammered plates as a covering for the altar, for they offered them 

before the LORD, and they became holy. Thus they shall be a sign to the 

people of Israel.” 39So Eleazar the priest took the bronze censers, which 

those who were burned had offered, and they were hammered out as a 

covering for the altar, 40to be a reminder to the people of Israel, so that 

no outsider, who is not of the descendants of Aaron, should draw near 
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to burn incense before the LORD, lest he become like Korah and his 

company—as the LORD said to him through Moses. 
41But on the next day all the congregation of the people of Israel 

grumbled against Moses and against Aaron, saying, “You have killed the 

people of the LORD.” 42And when the congregation had assembled 

against Moses and against Aaron, they turned toward the tent of 

meeting. And behold, the cloud covered it, and the glory of the LORD 

appeared. 43And Moses and Aaron came to the front of the tent of 

meeting, 44and the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 45“Get away from the 

midst of this congregation, that I may consume them in a moment.” And 

they fell on their faces. 46And Moses said to Aaron, “Take your censer, 

and put fire on it from off the altar and lay incense on it and carry it 

quickly to the congregation and make atonement for them, for wrath 

has gone out from the LORD; the plague has begun.” 47So Aaron took it 

as Moses said and ran into the midst of the assembly. And behold, the 

plague had already begun among the people. And he put on the incense 

and made atonement for the people. 48And he stood between the dead 

and the living, and the plague was stopped. 49Now those who died in 

the plague were 14,700, besides those who died in the affair of Korah. 
50And Aaron returned to Moses at the entrance of the tent of meeting, 

when the plague was stopped. 

 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Reading Luke 15:11–32 

L A reading from Luke, chapter 15. 

 
11[Jesus said:] “There was a man who had two sons. 12And the younger 

of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is 

coming to me.’ And he divided his property between them. 13Not many 

days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into 

a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living. 
14And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that 

country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out 

to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed 

pigs. 16And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and 

no one gave him anything. 
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17“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s 

hired servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with 

hunger! 18I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I 

have sinned against heaven and before you. 19I am no longer worthy to 

be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ 20And he 

arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his 

father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and 

kissed him. 21And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 

heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 
22But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put 

it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23And bring 

the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24For this my 

son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they 

began to celebrate. 
25“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near 

to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26And he called one of the 

servants and asked what these things meant. 27And he said to him, ‘Your 

brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because 

he has received him back safe and sound.’ 28But he was angry and 

refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 29but he 

answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I 

never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, 

that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came, 

who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened 

calf for him!’ 31And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all 

that is mine is yours. 32It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this 

your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’” 

 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the 

prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

 

 

Sermon 

 

Stand 
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Magnificat LSB 248 
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Prayer 

 

Kneel/Stand 

 

Litany (Lent) LSB 249 

The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends 

so that the word “Lord” is sung simultaneously by both leader and 

congregation. 

 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

 
L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church 

of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For Matthew, our synod president; for Robert, our district 

president; for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, 

and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For Donald, our president; for Maura, our governor; for all public 

servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they 

may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection 

in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 

congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people 

here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, 

and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

The prayers then continue: 

 

L For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us 

give thanks to the Lord: 

 
 

L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 

 

L Rejoicing in the fellowship of the saints, let us commend ourselves, 

one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord: 

 
 

 

L O holy Lord, You forgive iniquity and richly bless those who 

confess their sins to You.  Hear the prayers of Your family.  Break 

the sting of sin and fill our hearts with Your joy; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Text: Ludolph of Saxony (1295-1378) 

Text: Public domain Courtesy of Paul C. Stratman (acollectionofprayers.com). 
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L O our all-merciful God and Lord, 

Jesus Christ, full of pity: 

Through Your great love You came down 

and became incarnate in order to save everyone. 

O Savior, we ask You to save us by Your grace! 

If You save anyone because of their works, 

that would not be grace but only reward of duty, 

but You are compassionate and full of mercy! 

You said, O our Christ, 

"Whoever believes in Me shall live and never die." 

If then, faith in You saves the lost, then save us, 

O, our God and Creator, for we believe. 

Let faith and not our unworthy works be counted to us, O God, 

for You will find no works which could account us righteous. 

O Lord, from now on let us love You as intensely 

 as we have loved sin, 

and work for You as hard as we once worked for the evil one. 

We promise that we will work to do Your will, 

our Lord and God, Jesus Christ, all the days of our life and forever 

more. 

C Amen. 
 

Text: St. John Chrysostom (ca. 347-407) 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 251 

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Stand 

 

 

Benedicamus LSB 252 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Benediction LSB 252 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee LSB 750 
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5 Nor think amid the fiery trial 

    That God hath cast thee off unheard, 

That he whose hopes meet no denial 

    Must surely be of God preferred. 

Time passes and much change doth bring 

And sets a bound to ev’rything. 

 

6 All are alike before the Highest; 

    ’Tis easy for our God, we know, 

To raise thee up, though low thou liest, 

    To make the rich man poor and low. 

True wonders still by Him are wrought 

Who setteth up and brings to naught. 

 

7 Sing, pray, and keep His ways unswerving, 

    Perform thy duties faithfully, 

And trust His Word; though undeserving, 

    Thou yet shalt find it true for thee. 

God never yet forsook in need 

The soul that trusted Him indeed. 
 

Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Text and tune: Georg Neumark, 1621–81 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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