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EVENING PRAYER

Service of Light

Stand
Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light LSB 378
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1 Break forth, (0] beau - teous heav’'n - ly light, And
20 dear - est Child, whom 1 a - dore, Whose
3 All bless - ing, thanks, and praise to Thee, Lord
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ush - er in the morn - ing. Ye shep - herds,  shrink not
grace sur - pass - es mea - sure, My Broth - er, whom I
Je - sus Christ, be giv - en: Thou hast my Broth - er
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with af-fright, The day of grace is dawn - ing. This
cher - ish more Than earth with all its trea -  sure: Haste
deigned to be, Thou Lord of earth and heav - en. Help
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Child, though weak in in - fan - cy, Our con - fi -
from Thy man - ger to de - part, O come and
me through - out this day of grace To praise Thy
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dence and joy shall be, The pow'’r of Sa - tan
dwell with - in my heart; With joy will I re -
love  and seek Thy face; And when 1 stand be -
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break - ing, Our peace with God now mak -  ing.
ceive Thee, A cra - dle there will give Thee.
fore Thee For - ev - er to a - dore Thee.

Text: Johann Rist, 1607-67; tr. "Lutheran Hymnal (Australia)", 1973
Tune: Johann Schop, c. 1590-1667

Text: © 1973 Openbook Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn
Tune: Public domain

License no. 110002371



The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.
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The light shines in the darkness,
but the darkness has not under - stood it.
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On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has

dawned.
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We have seen His glory, the glory of the
one and only Son who came from the Fa - ther.

For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given.
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In Him was life, and that life was the light of men.

Phos Hilaron LSB 244
Joyous light of glory:
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of the im-mor-tal Fa - ther; heav -en - ly, ho - ly,

bless - ed Je - sus Christ. We have come to the
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set - ting of the sun, and we look to the eve-ning light.
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We sing to God, the Fa-ther, Son, and Ho -1ly Spir - it:
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You are wor-thy of be -ing praised with pure voic - es for -
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ev - er (0] Son of God, (0] Giv-er of life:
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the wu - ni - verse pro-claims Your glo - ry
Thanksgiving for Light LSB 245

We praise and thank You, O God, for You are without beginning
and without end. Through Christ You are the creator and preserver
of the whole world; but above all, You are His God and Father, the
giver of the Spirit, and the ruler of all that is, seen and unseen. You
made the day for the works of light and the night for the
refreshment of our weakness. O loving Lord and source of all that
is good, mercifully accept our evening sacrifice of praise. As You
have conducted us through the day and brought us to night’s
beginning, keep us now in Christ; grant us a peaceful evening and
a night free from sin; and at the end bring us to everlasting life
through Christ, our Lord; through Him be glory, honor, and power
to You in the Holy Spirit now and always and forever and ever.

A - men.
Sit
Psalmody
Psalm 141 LSB 245
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.
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(M  Set a watch be-fore mymouth,O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.

(I Let not my heart in-cline to an -y e - vil thing;
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to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir - it; as it was in
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.




Let us pray.

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord,
and let Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified
minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the

whole heavenly host and may
Amen.

glorify You forever.

Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning LSB 400
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1 Bright - est and  best of the stars of the morn-ing,
2 Cold on His cra - dle the dew - drops are shin - ing;
3 Shall we not yield Him, in cost - ly de - vo - tion,
4 Vain - ly we of - fer each am - ple ob - la - tion,
5 Bright - est and  best of the stars of the morn-ing,
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Dawn on our dark - ness and lend us thine  aid;
Low lies His head with the Dbeasts of the stall;
Fra - grance of E - dom and of - f’rings di - vine,
Vain - ly with gifts would His fa - vor se - cure.
Dawn on our dark - ness and lend us thine  aid;
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Star  of the East, the ho - ri - zon a - dorm - ing,
An - gels a - dore Him in slum - ber re - clin - ing,
Gems of the moun - tain and  pearls of the o - cean,
Rich - er by far is  the heart’s ad - o - ra - tion;
Star of the East, the ho - ri - zon a - dorn - ing,
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Guide where our in - fant Re - deem - er is laid.
Mak - er and Mon - arch and Sav - ior of all.
Myrth from the  for - est and gold from the mine?
Dear - er to God are the prayers of the poor.
Guide where our in - fant Re - deem - er is laid.

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt.
Tune: James P. Harding, 1850-1911, adapt.
Text and Tune: Public domain



Readings

Reading Isaiah 60:1-6
A reading from lIsaiah, chapter 60.

'Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will be seen upon you.
3And nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your rising.
4Lift up your eyes all around, and see;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from afar,
and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.
>Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and exult,
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
°A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

THANKS BE TO GOD



Reading Ephesians 3:1-12
A reading from Ephesians, chapter 3.

"For this reason |, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you
Gentiles— 2assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God's
grace that was given to me for you, 3how the mystery was made known
to me by revelation, as | have written briefly. “When you read this, you
can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, >which was not made
known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. °This mystery is
that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and
partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

"Of this gospel | was made a minister according to the gift of God's
grace, which was given me by the working of his power. 8To me, though
| am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, °and to bring to light for
everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who
created all things, '%so that through the church the manifold wisdom of
God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly places. "'This was according to the eternal purpose that he has
realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 'in whom we have boldness and access
with confidence through our faith in him.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Reading Matthew 2:1-12
A reading from Matthew, chapter 2.

"Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod
the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying,
“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star
when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod the king
heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; “and assembling
all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where
the Christ was to be born. *They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so
it is written by the prophet:



¢And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

who will shepherd my people Israel.

1

"Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from
them what time the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem,
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found
him, bring me word, that | too may come and worship him.” °After
listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that
they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over
the place where the child was. ""When they saw the star, they rejoiced
exceedingly with great joy. "'And going into the house they saw the child
with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then,
opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense
and myrrh. ?And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
departed to their own country by another way.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.
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In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the
prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

®

Sermon

Stand



Canticle

Magnificat LSB 248
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My soul mag-ni - fies the Lord, and my spir - it re -
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joic - es in God, my Sav - ior. My soul mag-ni-fies the
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1 For He has re - - garded
2 For the  Mighty One has done great thingsto . . . . . . me,
3 He has shownstrengthwithHis . . . ... ... ... .. arm;
4 He has filled the hungry withgood . .. ... ... .. things,
5 Glo - ry be to the Fatherand tothe . . . . . .. ... .. Son
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1 the lowlinessof . . . ... ... ........ His hand-maiden.

2 and holy . . ... ... ... ... ... ..... is His name;
3 He has scattered the proud in the imagination of  their hearts.
4 and the rich He has sent emp - - ty a - way.
5 and tothe . . ... ... ... ... . ... Ho - ly Spirit;
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1 For be - hold,fromthis .................. day
2 and His mercyisonthosewho . . . ... ......... fear Him
3 He has cast down the mighty from their . . . . . . . .. thrones
4 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy
5 as it was in the be - - ginning,
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1 all generationswill . ... ........... call me blessed.
2 from generationto . . ... ... ......... gen - er - ation. Refrain
3 and has exalt - - ed the lowly.
4 as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for - ever.
5 is now, and will be forever. . . . ... ... .. A - men. Refrain



Sit

Prayer

Kneel/Stand

Litany LSB 249

The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that
the word “Lord” is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:

No

Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church
of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For Matthew our Synod president; for Robert our district president;
for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all
the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For Donald our president; for Maura our governor; for all public
servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they
may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection
in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

10



For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people
here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy,
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth,
and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let
us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
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The prayers then continue:
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For the faithful who have gone
before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Al - le - lu - ia.

BNo

®

B4
P

ol - ., & 1

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.

M

Silence for individual prayer may follow.

1
b
v

o

P—
ol p—

M

' -
Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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To You, O Lord.

M
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Prayer

Let us pray.
O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-
begotten Son to the Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to
enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your divine presence; through the
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Collect for Peace

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all
just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world
cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of
our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer LSB 251

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Stand
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Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
Benediction

LSB 252

LSB 252

(P} The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the "} Son, and the

Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.
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A - men.
O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright LSB 395
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10 Morn-ing Star, how fair and bright! You shine with God’s
2 Come, heav’'n-ly Bride-groom, Light di - vine, = And deep with - in
3 Lord, when You look on us in love, At once there falls
4 Al - might-y Fa - ther, in Your Son  You loved us when
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own truth and light, A - glow with grace and mer - cy!
our hearts now shine; There light a flame un - dy - ing!
from God a - bove A ray of pur - est plea - sure.
not yet be - gun Was this old earth’s foun-da - tion!
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Of Ja - cob’s race, King Da-vid’s son, Our Lord and mas -
In Your one bod - y let us be As liv - ing branch -
Your Word and Spir - it, flesh and blood Re - fresh our souls
Your Son has ran-somed us in love To live in Him
() 4 . ‘
'9“' "“ﬁ z P — — X — } { i I 1
ter, You have won Our hearts to serve You on - ly!
es of a tree, Your life our lives sup-ply - ing.
with heav’n-ly food. You are our dear - est trea - sure!
here and a - bove: This is  Your great sal - va - tion.
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Low - 1ly, ho - 1ly! Great and glo-rious, All vic - to - rious,
Now, though dai ly Earth’s deep sad-ness May per - plex us
Let Your mer cy Warm and cheer us! O  draw near us!
Al - le - lu - ial Christ the liv-ing, To us  giv - ing
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Rich in bless-ing! Rule and might o’er all pos - sess - ing!
And dis-tress us, Yet with heav’n-ly joy You bless us.
For You teach us God’s own love through You has reached us.
Life for - ev - er, Keeps us Yours and fails us nev - er!
5 O let the harps break forth in sound!
Our joy be all with music crowned,
Our voices gladly blending!
For Christ goes with us all the way—
Today, tomorrow, ev'ry day!
His love is never ending!
Sing out! Ring out!
Jubilation!
Exultation!
Tell the story!
Great is He, the King of Glory!
6 What joy to know, when life is past,

The Lord we love is first and last,
The end and the beginning!

He will one day, oh, glorious grace,

Transport us to that happy place
Beyond all tears and sinning!

Amen! Amen!

Come, Lord Jesus!

Crown of gladness!
We are yearning
For the day of Your returning!

Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.
Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002371
Tune: Public domain
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The Chalking of the Door

The congregation assembles outside the doors of the church.

At the end of these days of Christmastide, we keep this Feast of
Epiphany. We celebrate Christ made known to the Magi, to John in
the River Jordan, and to the disciples at the wedding in Cana.
Today Christ is made known to us! Today this house is a holy place!
Peace be to this house and to all who enter here.

Let us pray. O God, who by the guidance of a star didst on this day
manifest Thine only-begotten Son to the Gentiles, mercifully grant
that we who know Thee by faith may also attain the vision of Thy
glorious majesty. Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Be enlightened, be enlightened, O Jerusalem, for thy light is come,
and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee—Jesus Christ, born of
the Virgin Mary.

And the Gentiles shall walk in Thy light and kings in the
splendor of Thy rising, and the glory of the Lord has risen
upon Thee.

The liturgist takes chalk and marks on the lintel of the front door "20 + C + M +
B+ __,"saying:

(]
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The Magi, named C Caspar, M Melchior, B and Balthasar by
tradition, came from the east to Bethlehem to adore the Lord.
“They went into the house, and when they saw the child with His
mother Mary, they knelt down and worshiped him. They brought
out their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, and presented
them to Him.” [Matthew 2:11]

20 two thousand __ and 26 years ago. May + Christ (Christus), +
our House (Mansionem) + Bless (Benedicat) + and remain with us
throughout the new year.

Amen.

A reading from Proverbs 24:3-4:"Through wisdom a house is built,
And by understanding it is established; By knowledge the rooms
are filled With all precious and pleasant riches.”



A reading from Isaiah 32:16-18 : "Then justice will dwell in the
wilderness, And righteousness remain in the fruitful field. The work
of righteousness will be peace, And the effect of righteousness,
quietness and assurance forever. My people will dwell in a peaceful
habitation, In secure dwellings, and in quiet resting places, "

Let us pray. Bless, O Lord God almighty, this house, that in it there
may be health, purity, the strength of victory, humility, goodness
and mercy, the fulfillment of Thy law, and thanksgiving to God the
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. May this blessing
remain upon this house and upon all who dwell herein. May we
never forget Christ is present in the love and care we manifest to
each other daily. May all who come rejoice to find Christ living
among us as we seek and serve, in everyone we meet, that same
Jesus who is Thine incarnate Word. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, Who art in heaven...Amen.

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of their baptism.

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God
abides in them. Christ, God's incarnation, is present in the love and
care we manifest to each other in our ordinary daily lives together.
May all who come to our house this year rejoice to find Christ
living among us; and may we seek and serve, in everyone we meet,
that same Jesus who is thine incarnate Word, now and forever.
Amen.

May the Lord watch I~ over our going out and our coming in, from

this time forth and forevermore.
Amen.

16



What Child Is This LSB 370
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mar - y’s lap is
2 Why lies He in such mean es-tate Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
own Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
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shep - herds watch are  keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov - ing hearts en - throne Him. Raise, raise  the
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Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and an - gels sing;
pierce Him through, The  cross be borne for me, for you;
song  on high, The vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98
Tune: English, 16th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain
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