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Communion Theology and Practice

Welcome! In Holy Communion, our Lord invites us to eat and drink His true
Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins and eternal life (Matthew 26:26-28).
In preparation for this sacrament, each communicant should examine him or
herself and come to the Lord’s Table seeking these things. As the Small
Catechism teaches, “a person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith
in these words: ‘Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” We
likewise take seriously St. Paul's admonition in 1 Corinthians 11:27-30
regarding recognizing the Lord's Body and Blood in this sacrament and
receiving it worthily. We also believe that Holy Communion is a profession of
confessional unity in which all who commune at the Lord's Table are united in
their confession and faith (1 Corinthians 11:26).

Therefore, we practice what is often called “closed communion,” in which we
invite those Christians who have been baptized and instructed in the Christian
faith, who share in the same confession of faith as the Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, and who believe that Jesus offers here His true Body and
Blood, in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine, for the
strengthening of their bodies and souls, cleansing them of their old nature
and giving them new life, to join us at His table.

If you are new here, have not been baptized or have received instruction with
regard to the teachings of the Lutheran Church regarding the Lord's Supper,
have doubts about the nature of the sacrament, or have questions, please
introduce yourself to our pastor before the service. He will be happy to discuss
these things with you and help determine whether or not you should
commune. If you do not wish to commune, have not been baptized, or have
not been instructed in the Christian faith, we invite you to come receive a
blessing. When you come to the altar, please come forward with your arms
crossed to indicate that you would like the pastor to bless you. If you would
like to learn more about the Christian faith or wish to be baptized, please
speak to our pastor!



The Nativity of Our Lord
Christmas Day

Divine Service, Setting Two

Welcome

Stand

See amid the Winter's Snow LSB 373
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1 See a-mid the win - ter’s snow, Born for us on earth be - low,
2 Lo, with-in a sta - ble lies He who builtthe star - ry skies,
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3 Sa - cred In-fant, all di - vine, What a ten-der love was Thine,
4 Teach, O teach us, ho - ly Child, By Thy face so meek and mild,
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See, the gen - tle Lamb ap-pears, Prom-ised from e - ter - nal years.
He who,throned in height sub-lime, Sits a - mid the cher - u - bim.
Thus to come from high - est bliss Down to such a world as this!
Teach us to re-sem - ble Thee In  Thy sweet hu-mil - i - ty.

A u Refrain
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Hail, O ev - er - bless-ed morn!  Hail, re-demp-tion’s hap-py dawn!
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Sing through all Je - ru - sa-lem: “Christ is born in Beth-le-hem!”

Text: Edward Caswall, 1814-78, alt.
Tune: John Goss, 1800-80
Text and Tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the "I« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



(P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the -I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Stand

Service of the Word

Psalm Psalm 2; antiphon: v. 7

Together, we sing Psalm 2 responsively:

7I will tell of | the decree:*

The LORD said to me, “You are my Son;
today | have be- | gotten you.

"Why do the | nations rage*
and the peoples | plot in vain?




2The kings of the earth set themselves,

and the rulers take counsel to- | gether,*

against the LORD and against his anointed, | saying,
3"| et us burst their | bonds apart*

and cast away their | cords from us.”

“He who sits in the | heavens laughs;*
the Lord holds them in de- | rision.
>Then he will speak to them | in his wrath,*

and terrify them in his fury, | saying,
5“As for me, | have | set my King*
on Zion, my | holy hill.”

"I will tell of | the decree:*

The LORD said to me, "You are my Son;
today | have be- | gotten you.

8Ask of me, and I will make the nations your | heritage,*
and the ends of the earth your pos- | session.

%You shall break them with a | rod of iron*
and dash them in pieces like a potter’s | vessel.”

"Now therefore, O | kings, be wise;*
be warned, O rulers | of the earth.
"Serve the | LORD with fear,*
and rejoice with | trembling.
12Kiss the Son,
lest he be angry, and you perish in the way,
for his wrath is quickly | kindled.*
Blesséd are all who take ref- | uge in him.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

7I will tell of | the decree:*
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son;
today | have be- | gotten you.



Kyrie LSB 168
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the
Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church
of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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A - men.

“LORD, HAVE MERCY



Gloria in Excelsis LSB 170

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.
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Lord God, heav - en-ly king, al - might -y God and
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Fa - ther: We wor - ship You, we give You thanks, we
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praise You for Your glo - ry. Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly

take a-way the sin of the world; have mer - cy on
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men.



Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P} The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

(P] Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in
the flesh may set us free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.

Sit

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 52:7-10

"How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of him who brings good news,
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness,
who publishes salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”
8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice;
together they sing for joy;
for eye to eye they see
the return of the LORD to Zion.
9Break forth together into singing,
you waste places of Jerusalem,
for the LORD has comforted his people;
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
9The LORD has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Epistle Hebrews 1:1-12

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers
by the prophets, *but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son,
whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created
the world. 3He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint
of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power.
After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the
Majesty on high, *having become as much superior to angels as the
name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

>For to which of the angels did God ever say,

"You are my Son, today | have begotten you"?
Or again,
"I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son"?
®And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,
“Let all God's angels worship him.”

’Of the angels he says,

4

“He makes his angels winds, and his ministers a flame of fire."
8But of the Son he says,

“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,

the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom.
%You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;
therefore God, your God, has anointed you

with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.”

10ANd,

"You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning,
and the heavens are the work of your hands;
"they will perish, but you remain;
they will all wear out like a garment,
12like a robe you will roll them up,
like a garment they will be changed.
But you are the same,
and your years will have no end.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand



Alleluia and Verse LSB 173
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel John 1:1-18

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. *He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were
made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was
made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. *The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as
a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through
him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
'°"He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the
world did not know him. ""He came to his own, and his own people did
not receive him. ?But to all who did receive him, who believed in his
name, he gave the right to become children of God, *who were born,
not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of
God.

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen
his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
5(John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom |
said, 'He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before
me.”) 1®And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.
"For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ. ®No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the
Father's side, he has made him known.



(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed LSB 191

Sit

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the
Father, by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I~ of the world to come. Amen.



Of the Father’s Love Begotten LSB 384
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have been, And that fu - ture years  shall see
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Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more. A - men.

Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348—c. 413; (sts. 1-4): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.; (st. 5): tr. Henry
W. Baker, 1821-77

Tune: Plainsong, 13th cent,, mode V

Text and Tune: Public domain
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Prayer of the Church
P) Letus pray ...

Amen.
Sit
O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is LSB 372
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10 Je - sus Christ, Thy man - ger is My
2 He whom the sea And wind o - bey Doth
3 Thy light and grace Our guilt ef - face, Thy
4 Thou Chris - tian heart, Who - e’er thou art, Be
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par - a - dise at which my soul re - clin - eth.
come to  serve the sin - ner in great meek - ness.
heav’n - ly rich - es all  our loss re - triev - ing.
of good cheer and let no sor - row move thee!
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For there, O Lord, Doth lie the Word Made
Thou, God’s own Son, With us art one, Dost
Im - man -u - el Thy birth doth quell The

For God’s own Child, In mer - cy mild, Joins

) 4 . J—

[ A" | T n T T I T il |
oy t—eo—a—3 | — | < e E—— t 1|
L \Q)V { [ i I d .l [ ] 1 (’-( al I |
flesh for us; here - in  Thy grace forth shin - eth.
join us and our chil - dren in our weak - ness.
pow’r of hell and Sa - tan’s bold de - ceiv - ing.
thee to Him; how great - ly God must love  thee!

5 Remember thou What glory now
The Lord prepared thee for all earthly sadness.
The angel host  Can never boast
Of greater glory, greater bliss or gladness.

6 The world may hold Her wealth and gold;
But thou, my heart, keep Christ as thy true treasure.
To Him hold fast  Until at last
A crown be thine and honor in full measure.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941

Tune: Kenneth T. Kosche, 1947

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002371
Tune: © 1996 Kenneth T. Kosche. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002371
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