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Introit Psalm 56:3–4, 10–11; antiphon: v. 13 

For you have delivered my soul from death, yes, my feet from falling, 

 that I may walk before God in the light of life. 

When I am afraid, 

 I put my trust in you. 

In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust; I shall not be afraid. 

 What can flesh do to me? 

In God, whose word I praise, 

 in the LORD, whose word I praise, 

in God I trust; I shall not be afraid. 

 What can man do to me? 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

For you have delivered my soul from death, yes, my feet from falling, 

 that I may walk before God in the light of life. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

 let all the peoples praise you! 

 

 

 

 

Communion Theology and Practice 

Please see our statement of Communion Theology and Practice 

on the back page of the worship bulletin. 

If you are a visitor with us this morning and wish to receive the 

Lord’s Supper, please speak with the pastor before the service. 

Thank you. 
 

The Lutheran Church of the Savior 
426 Davis Road - Bedford, MA 01730 
church@lcsavior.org 781-275-6013 

https://www.lcsavior.org 
 

Rev. Nils Niemeier, Pastor email: pastor@lcsavior.org 
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Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Divine Service, Setting One 
 

 

Welcome 

 

 

Stand 

 

 

Take My Life and Let It Be LSB 783 

 

 
 

5 Take my will and make it Thine, 

It shall be no longer mine; 

Take my heart, it is Thine own, 

It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 

6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour 

At Thy feet its treasure store; 

Take myself, and I will be 

Ever, only, all for Thee. 
 

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79 

Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793–1870 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Confession and Absolution 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Kneel/Stand 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 
 

 

Stand 
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Service of the Word 

Psalm Psalm 91 

 

A Together, we sing Psalm 91 responsively: 
 

1He who dwells in the shelter of the | Most High* 

 will abide in the shadow of the Al- | mighty. 
2I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my | fortress,* 

 my God, in | whom I trust.” 

3For he will deliver you from the snare of the | fowler* 

 and from the deadly | pestilence. 
4He will cover you with his pinions, 

 and under his wings you will find | refuge;* 

 his faithfulness is a shield and | buckler. 
5You will not fear the terror | of the night,* 

 nor the arrow that | flies by day, 
6nor the pestilence that stalks in | darkness,* 

 nor the destruction that wastes at | noonday. 

7A thousand may fall at your side, 

 ten thousand at your | right hand,* 

 but it will not come | near you. 
8You will only look | with your eyes* 

 and see the recompense of the | wicked. 

9Because you have made the LORD your | dwelling place—* 

 the Most High, who is my | refuge— 
10no evil shall be allowed to be- | fall you,* 

 no plague come | near your tent. 

11For he will command his angels con- | cerning you* 

 to guard you in | all your ways. 
12On their hands they will | bear you up,* 

 lest you strike your foot a- | gainst a stone. 
13You will tread on the lion and the | adder;* 

 the young lion and the serpent you will trample | underfoot. 

14“Because he holds fast to me in love, I will de- | liver him;* 

 I will protect him, because he | knows my name. 

 ► 
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15When he calls to me, I will answer him; 

 I will be with him in | trouble;* 

 I will rescue him and | honor him. 
16With long life I will sat- | isfy him* 

 and show him my sal- | vation.” 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

 

 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 

Lord. 

 
 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church 

of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise let us pray to the Lord. 
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A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

 

 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Let us pray. 

O God, because Your abiding presence always goes with us, keep 

us aware of Your daily mercies that we may live secure and content 

in Your eternal love; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 
 

 
 
 

Sit 

 

 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 20:7–13 

7O LORD, you have deceived me, 

 and I was deceived; 

you are stronger than I, 

 and you have prevailed. 

I have become a laughingstock all the day; 

 everyone mocks me. 
8For whenever I speak, I cry out, 

 I shout, “Violence and destruction!” 

For the word of the LORD has become for me 

 a reproach and derision all day long. 
9If I say, “I will not mention him, 

 or speak any more in his name,” 

there is in my heart as it were a burning fire 

 shut up in my bones, 

and I am weary with holding it in, 

 and I cannot. 
10For I hear many whispering. 

 Terror is on every side! 
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“Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” 

 say all my close friends, 

 watching for my fall. 

“Perhaps he will be deceived; 

 then we can overcome him 

 and take our revenge on him.” 
11But the LORD is with me as a dread warrior; 

 therefore my persecutors will stumble; 

 they will not overcome me. 

They will be greatly shamed, 

 for they will not succeed. 

Their eternal dishonor 

 will never be forgotten. 
12O LORD of hosts, who tests the righteous, 

 who sees the heart and the mind, 

let me see your vengeance upon them, 

 for to you have I committed my cause. 
13Sing to the LORD; 

 praise the LORD! 

For he has delivered the life of the needy 

 from the hand of evildoers. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Epistle Romans 6:12–23 

12Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, to make you obey 

their passions. 13Do not present your members to sin as instruments for 

unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been 

brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for 

righteousness. 14For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are 

not under law but under grace. 
15What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under 

grace? By no means! 16Do you not know that if you present yourselves 

to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, 

either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to 

righteousness? 17But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves 

of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching 

to which you were committed, 18and, having been set free from sin, have 
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become slaves of righteousness. 19I am speaking in human terms, 

because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your 

members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more 

lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness 

leading to sanctification. 
20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to 

righteousness. 21But what fruit were you getting at that time from the 

things of which you are now ashamed? The end of those things is death. 
22But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves 

of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 
23For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Stand 

 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 10:5a, 21–33 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth chapter. 
 

 
 

5These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, . . . 
21“Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, 

and children will rise against parents and have them put to death, 22and 

you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who endures to 
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the end will be saved. 23When they persecute you in one town, flee to 

the next, for truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through all the 

towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 
24“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 

25It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like 

his master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how 

much more will they malign those of his household. 
26“So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be 

revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 27What I tell you in the dark, 

say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the 

housetops. 28And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the 

soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29Are 

not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the 

ground apart from your Father. 30But even the hairs of your head are all 

numbered. 31Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many 

sparrows. 32So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will 

acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 33but whoever denies 

me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 

 

Nicene Creed LSB 158 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father, by whom all things were made; 

who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 

Mary and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered and was buried. ► 
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And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 

and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord and giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together 

is worshiped and glorified, 

who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 

Sit 

 

 

Lord of Our Life LSB 659 

 

 

 
 

Text: Matthäus Apelles von Löwenstern, 1594–1648; tr. Philip Pusey, 1799–1855, alt. 

Tune: Antiphoner, 1746, Poitiers 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon   

 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

L Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs. 
 

The response after each petition is as follows: 

L Lord, in your mercy: 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

C Amen. 

 

 

Lord's Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Benediction  

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 
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From God Can Nothing Move Me LSB 713 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Praise God with acclamation 

    And in His gifts rejoice. 

Each day finds its vocation 

    Responding to His voice. 

    Soon years on earth are past; 

But time we spend expressing 

The love of God brings blessing 

    That will forever last! 

 

6 Yet even though I suffer 

    The world’s unpleasantness, 

And though the days grow rougher 

    And bring me great distress, 

    That day of bliss divine, 

Which knows no end or measure, 

And Christ, who is my pleasure, 

    Forever shall be mine. 
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D 7 For thus the Father willed it, 

    Who fashioned us from clay; 

And His own Son fulfilled it 

    And brought eternal day. 

    The Spirit now has come, 

To us true faith has given; 

He leads us home to heaven. 

    O praise the Three in One! 
 

Text: Ludwig Helmbold, 1532–98; (sts. 1–2, 6): tr. Gerald Thorson, 1921–2001, alt.; (st. 3): tr. Lutheran Service 

Book, 2006; (sts. 4–5): tr. Gregory J. Wismar, 1946; (st. 7): tr. Joseph Herl, 1959 

Tune: Recueil de plusieurs chansons, 1557, Lyons, alt. Text (sts. 1–2, 6): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship; (sts. 

3–5, 7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002371 

Tune: Public domain 
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Resources for Meditation this Week 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 21 June 2026 

Readings 

Jeremiah 20:7–13 

Romans 6:12–23 

Matthew 10:5a, 21–33 

 

Delivered from Sin and Death, You Now Live before God in the 

Righteousness of Christ 

 

The outcome of sin is death, “but the free gift of God is eternal life in 

Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). He has set you free from the slavery of 

sin and has brought you “from death to life” (Rom. 6:13). No longer are 

you under the condemnation of the Law, but you live “under grace” (Rom. 

6:14). Such is your courage in the face of “those who kill the body but 

cannot kill the soul” (Matt. 10:28). For though “you will be hated by all” 

and maligned by the world for the name of Christ (Matt. 10:22, 25), you 

abide in the care of your Father in heaven, who numbers “even the hairs 

of your head” and values you more “than many sparrows” (Matt. 10:30–

31). By the Word of Christ, you have become like Him, your Teacher and 

Master in whom you endure to the end, and “will be saved” (Matt. 10:22, 

25). For He is with you “as a dread warrior,” who has overcome your 

enemies (Jer. 20:11). By the righteousness of faith, He delivers your heart, 

mind, body and life “from the hand of evildoers,” and He brings you into 

the land of the living (Jer. 20:12–13).  
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FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 28 June 2026 

Readings 

Jeremiah 28:5–9 

Romans 7:1–13 

Matthew 10:34–42 

 

The Lord Jesus Brings Division on Earth for the Sake of Peace with 

God in Heaven 

 

False prophets preach what their hearers want to hear, promising peace 

even when the Lord has spoken “war, famine, and pestilence” (Jer. 28:8). 

But if “the LORD has truly sent the prophet,” he speaks what the Lord has 

spoken, and “the word of that prophet comes to pass” (Jer. 28:9). The 

preaching of God’s Law is hard, because it confronts sin, brings it to light 

and makes it worse, “sinful beyond measure,” thereby “producing death” 

in the sinner (Rom. 7:13). But through our Baptism into Christ, “we are 

released from the law, having died to that which held us captive” (Rom. 

7:6). Now we belong “to him who has been raised from the dead, in order 

that we may bear fruit for God” (Rom. 7:4). Belonging to Him puts us at 

odds with the world and divides us from all earthly ties, not only from our 

human family, but each person from his own life. For Christ does not 

come “to bring peace, but a sword” (Matt. 10:34). Yet, whoever takes up 

his cross to follow Christ, and “loses his life” for Christ’s sake, finds new 

life in Him (Matt. 10:38–39). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Communion Theology and Practice 

Welcome!  In Holy Communion, our Lord invites us to eat and drink His 

true Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins and eternal life 

(Matthew 26:26-28). In preparation for this sacrament, each 

communicant should examine him or herself and come to the Lord’s 

Table seeking these things. As the Small Catechism teaches, “a person 

is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: ‘Given 

and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.’” We likewise take 

seriously St. Paul's admonition in 1 Corinthians 11:27-30 regarding 

recognizing the Lord's Body and Blood in this sacrament and receiving 

it worthily. We also believe that Holy Communion is a profession of 

confessional unity in which all who commune at the Lord's Table are 

united in their confession and faith (1 Corinthians 11:26). 

 

Therefore, we practice what is often called “closed communion,” in 

which we invite those Christians who have been baptized and 

instructed in the Christian faith, who share in the same confession of 

faith as the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and who believe that 

Jesus offers here His true Body and Blood, in, with, and under the 

elements of bread and wine, for the strengthening of their bodies and 

souls, cleansing them of their old nature and giving them new life, to 

join us at His table. 

 

If you are new here, have not been baptized, or have not received 

instruction with regard to the teachings of the Lutheran Church 

regarding the Lord's Supper, have doubts about the nature of the 

sacrament, or have questions, please introduce yourself to our pastor 

before the service. He will be happy to discuss these things with you 

and help determine whether or not you should commune. If you do 

not wish to commune, have not been baptized, or have not been 

instructed in the Christian faith, we invite you to come receive a 

blessing. When you come to the altar, please come forward with your 

arms crossed to indicate that you would like the pastor to bless you. If 

you would like to learn more about the Christian faith or wish to be 

baptized, please speak to our pastor! 

 


