The Lutheran Church of the Savior

A Community of Faith: Centered in Christ — Called to Serve

Order of Worship

April 26, 2026 10:45 aM



The Lutheran Church of the Savior

426 Davis Road - Bedford, MA 01730
church@Icsavior.org 781-275-6013

https://www.lcsavior.org

Rev. Nils Niemeier, Pastor email: pastor@lcsavior.org

Introit Psalm 95:1-3, 6-7a; antiphon: John 10:14, 15b

| am the good shepherd.

| know my own and my own know me,

and | lay down my life for the sheep.
Oh come, let us sing to the LORD;

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;

let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
For the LORD is a great God,

and a great King above all gods.
Oh come, let us worship and bow down;

let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!
For he is our God,

and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
| am the good shepherd.

| know my own and my own know me,

and | lay down my life for the sheep.

Communion Theology and Practice

Please see our statement of Communion Theology and Practice
on the back page of the worship bulletin.

If you are a visitor with us this morning and wish to receive the
Lord's Supper, please speak with the pastor before the service.
Thank you.



Fourth Sunday of Easter

Divine Service, Setting Four

Welcome
Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us LSB 711
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1 Sav - ior, like a shep - herd lead us; Much we
2 We are  Yours; in love be - friend us, Be the
3 You have prom -ised to re - ceive us, Poor and
4 Ear - ly let us seek Your fa -  vor, Ear - ly
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need Your ten - der care. In Your pleas - ant pas - tures
guard -ian  of  our way; Keep Your flock, from sin de-
sin - ful though we be; You have mer - cy to re-
let us do Your will; Bless - ed Lord and on - ly
0 4 . ‘ ] r—
e a ———
S ]\ e — ——— S B S—
feed us, For our use Your fold pre - pare.
fend us, Seek us when we go a - stray.
lieve us, Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.
Sav - or, With Your love our spir - its fill.
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Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, You have
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, Hear us
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, Ear - ly
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, You have
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bought us; we are Yours. Bless - ed Je - sus,
chil - dren when we pray. Bless - ed Je - sus,
let us turn to You. Bless - ed Je - sus,
loved us, love us still. Bless - ed Je - sus,
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bless-ed Je - sus, You have bought us; we are Yours.
bless-ed Je - sus, Hear us chil - dren when we pray.
bless - ed Je - sus, Ear - ly let us turn to  You.

bless - ed Je - sus, You have loved wus, love us  still.

Text: Hymns for the Young, 1836, 4th ed., London, alt.
Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816-68. Text and tune: Public domain



Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the -~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer
and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.

Kneel/Stand

@

Stand

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Service of the Word

Psalm Psalm 23; antiphon: v. 1
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Together, we sing Psalm 23 responsively:

"The LORD is my | shepherd;*
I | shall not want.
2He makes me lie down in green | pastures.*
He leads me beside still | waters.
3He re- | stores my soul.*
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his | name'’s sake.

“Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of
death,
I will fear no evil, for you are | with me;*

your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.

*You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my | enemies;*
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup | overflows.
5Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days | of my life,*
and | shall dwell in the house of the LORD for- | ever.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Kyrie LSB 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.




Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will fromGod in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir -it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo - ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P} Let us pray.
Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death
the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when
we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us
each by name and follow where He leads; through the same Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit



First Reading Acts 2:42-47

42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and the prayers. “*And awe came upon every
soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the
apostles. “And all who believed were together and had all things in
common. And they were selling their possessions and belongings and
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. “6And day by day,
attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they
received their food with glad and generous hearts, “’praising God and
having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number
day by day those who were being saved.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Choir “Without the Cross” Rouse, Vader
arr. Rouse, Kirklandnson

Epistle 1 Peter 2:19-25

9This is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows
while suffering unjustly. 2°For what credit is it if, when you sin and are
beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you
endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 2'For to this you have
been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an
example, so that you might follow in his steps. 2He committed no sin,
neither was deceit found in his mouth. 2When he was reviled, he did not
revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued
entrusting himself to him who judges justly. >*He himself bore our sins
in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness.
By his wounds you have been healed. 2°For you were straying like sheep,
but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand



Alleluia and Verse LSB 205
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Je -sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Holy Gospel John 10:1-10

] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

"esus said:] “Truly, truly, | say to you, he who does not enter the
sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief
and a robber. 2But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the
sheep. 3To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. “When he has brought
out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they
know his voice. °A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from
him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” ®This figure of speech
Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was saying
to them.

’So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, | am the door
of the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the
sheep did not listen to them. °| am the door. If anyone enters by me, he
will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. °The thief comes
only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life and have
it abundantly.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Nicene Creed LSB 206

Sit

I believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together
is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life I+ of the world to come. Amen.



The King of Love My Shepherd Is LSB 709
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1 The King of love my shep - herd 1is, = Whose good - ness
2 Where streams of liv - ing wa - ter flow, My ran - somed
3 Per - verse and fool - ish oft I strayed, But yet in
4 In death’s dark vale I fear no ill With Thee, dear
0 | .
— f - = { —]
Grre—apr e O S —
QJ I Im— I I ' 1
fail - eth nev - er; I noth - ing lack if
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I am His And He is mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, With food ce - les - tial feed - eth.
gent - ly laid And home re - joic - ing brought me.
com - fort still, Thy cross be - fore to guide me.
5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;

6

Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!

And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;

Good Shepherd, may | sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever!

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-77
Tune: Irish, c. 18th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand



Prayer of the Church

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

The response after each petition is as follows:
Lord, in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

(P] Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

(P} The grace of our Lord I+ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.

Sit



Blest Be the Tie That Binds LSB 649
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1 Blest be the tie that binds Our hearts in Chris - tian love;
2 Be - fore our Fa-ther’s throne We pour our ar - dent prayers;
3 We share our mu - tual woes, Our mu -tual bur - dens Dbear,
4 When here our path-ways  part, We suf - fer bit - ter pain;
5 From sor-row, toil, and pain, And sin  we shall be free

The fel-low-ship of kin-dred minds Is like to that a - bove.
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, Our com-forts and our cares.
And of -ten for each oth - er flows The sym - pa- thiz-ing  tear.
Yet, one in Christ and one in heart, We hope to meet a - gain.
And per-fect love and friend-ship reign Throughall e - ter-ni - ty.

Text: John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.
Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain
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Resources for Meditation this Week

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 26 April 2026

Readings

Acts 2:42-47

1 Peter 2:19-25
John 10:1-10

The Crucified and Risen Lord Jesus Christ Is Our Good Shepherd

Although we “were straying like sheep,” the Lord Jesus Christ has willingly
suffered and died for us, bearing our sins “in his body on the tree” (1
Peter 2:24-25). We are healed by His wounds (1 Peter 2:24), and in His
resurrection He gathers us to Himself as our Good Shepherd, by whose
righteousness we “have life and have it abundantly” (John 10:10). Now
through other shepherds whom He calls and sends in His name, He
guards and keeps us in the green pastures of His Church, leading us
beside the quiet waters of our Baptism and spreading the feast of His
table before us. Since He has called us by the Gospel to be His own dear
sheep, we also "hear his voice” and “know his voice” (John 10:3-4) in the
faithful preaching of His Gospel, and we follow Him by faith. When we
receive His Gospel, we have the abundant life and common unity of the
entire flock under one Good Shepherd, in “the apostles’ teaching and the
fellowship” and in “the breaking of bread and the prayers” (Acts 2:42).
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 3 May 2026

Readings

Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60
1 Peter 2:2-10

John 14:1-14

The Lord Jesus Christ Is the Way, the Truth and the Life

The risen Lord Jesus alone is “the way, and the truth, and the life,” and we
come “to the Father” only through Him (John 14:6). God is thus “glorified
in the Son,” and those who believe in Him will do the works of Christ
because He goes to the Father for us (John 14:12-14). Stephen, “a man
full of faith and of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 6:5) and “doing great wonders and
signs among the people” (Acts 6:8), did the works of Christ. When he was
falsely accused and put to death, he “gazed into heaven and saw the glory
of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God” (Acts 7:55). Fixing his
hope there, he commended his spirit to the Lord Jesus and prayed for his
murderers. In the same way, all the baptized are called to follow the
example of Christ Jesus by faith. Though He was “rejected by men” in the
sight of God, He is “chosen and precious” (1 Peter 2:4). He is the chief
cornerstone of the Father's “spiritual house,” and we are built upon Him
as “living stones” (1 Peter 2:5).
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Communion Theology and Practice

Welcome! In Holy Communion, our Lord invites us to eat and drink His
true Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins and eternal life
(Matthew 26:26-28). In preparation for this sacrament, each
communicant should examine him or herself and come to the Lord’s
Table seeking these things. As the Small Catechism teaches, “a person
is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: ‘Given
and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”” We likewise take
seriously St. Paul's admonition in 1 Corinthians 11:27-30 regarding
recognizing the Lord's Body and Blood in this sacrament and receiving
it worthily. We also believe that Holy Communion is a profession of
confessional unity in which all who commune at the Lord's Table are
united in their confession and faith (1 Corinthians 11:26).

Therefore, we practice what is often called “closed communion,” in
which we invite those Christians who have been baptized and
instructed in the Christian faith, who share in the same confession of
faith as the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and who believe that
Jesus offers here His true Body and Blood, in, with, and under the
elements of bread and wine, for the strengthening of their bodies and
souls, cleansing them of their old nature and giving them new life, to
join us at His table.

If you are new here, have not been baptized, or have not received
instruction with regard to the teachings of the Lutheran Church
regarding the Lord's Supper, have doubts about the nature of the
sacrament, or have questions, please introduce yourself to our pastor
before the service. He will be happy to discuss these things with you
and help determine whether or not you should commune. If you do
not wish to commune, have not been baptized, or have not been
instructed in the Christian faith, we invite you to come receive a
blessing. When you come to the altar, please come forward with your
arms crossed to indicate that you would like the pastor to bless you. If
you would like to learn more about the Christian faith or wish to be
baptized, please speak to our pastor!



