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Introit Psalm 1:1-5; antiphon: v. 6

For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.
Blesséd is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,
nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
but his delight is in the law of the LORD,
and on his law he meditates day and night.
He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its
season, and its leaf does not wither.
In all that he does, he prospers.
The wicked are not so,
but are like chaff that the wind drives away.
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.

Communion Theology and Practice

Please see our statement of Communion Theology and Practice on the
back page of the worship bulletin.

If you are a visitor with us this morning and wish to receive the
Lord's Supper, please speak with the pastor before the service.
Thank you.



Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany

Divine Service, Setting Two

Welcome
Stand
In the Cross of Christ | Glory LSB 427
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mea - sure, Joys that through all time a - bide.

Text: John Bowring, 1792-1872
Tune: Ithamar Conkey, 1815-67
Text and Tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the "I« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



(P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the -I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Stand

Service of the Word

Psalm Psalm 15; antiphon: Psalm 16:1
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Together, we sing Psalm 15 responsively:

'61Preserve me, | O God,*
for in you | take | refuge.

0 LORD, who shall sojourn | in your tent?*
Who shall dwell on your | holy hill?



2He who walks blamelessly and does | what is right*
and speaks truth | in his heart;
3who does not slander with his tongue
and does no evil to his | neighbor,*
nor takes up a reproach a- | gainst his friend;
4in whose eyes a vile person is despised,
but who honors those who | fear the LoRD;*
who swears to his own hurt and | does not change;
>who does not put out his money at interest
and does not take a bribe against the | innocent.*
He who does these things shall nev- | er be moved.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

'61preserve me, | O God,*
for in you | take | refuge.

Kyrie LSB 168
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the
Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church
of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 170

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P} The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

(P} Let us pray.
Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers
that in our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and
protection to support us in all dangers and carry us through all
temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Sit

Old Testament Reading Micah 6:1-8

"Hear what the LORD says:

Arise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.

’Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD,
and you enduring foundations of the earth,

for the LORD has an indictment against his people,
and he will contend with Israel.



30 my people, what have | done to you?
How have | wearied you? Answer me!
“For I brought you up from the land of Egypt
and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
and | sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.
>0 my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised,
and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.”
®"With what shall | come before the LORD,
and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?
"Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall | give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
8He has told you, O man, what is good;
and what does the LORD require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

8The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved it is the power of God. "*For it is written,

"I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.”

2Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?
21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through
wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save
those who believe. ?°For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom,
Zbut we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to
Gentiles, 2*but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the



power of God and the wisdom of God. #For the foolishness of God is
wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

%For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise
according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were
of noble birth. 2’But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 2God
chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to
bring to nothing things that are, 2°so that no human being might boast
in the presence of God. 3°He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus,
whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification
and redemption. 3'Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts,
boast in the Lord.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 173
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 5:1-12

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat
down, his disciples came to him.

2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:

3"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4"Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.



>"Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
shall be satisfied.

""Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.

8”Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

9"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

"“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter
all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. '?Rejoice and be glad,
for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets
who were before you.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed LSB 174

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the
Father, by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.



And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I+ of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
Son of God, Eternal Savior LSB 842
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Hal -lows all our hu - man race, You our Head, who, throned in
Free-ly may Your ser - vants give. Yours the gold and Yours the

Bid its cru-el dis - cords cease. By  Your pa - tient years of
Hal-lows all our hu - man race: By  Your pray-ing, by Your
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glo -ry, For Your own will ev - er plead: Fill us with Your
sil - ver, Yours the wealth of land and sea; We but stew-ards
toil - ing, By Your si - lent hours of pain, Quench our fe- vered
will -ing  That Your peo - ple should be one, Grant, O grant our
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love and  pit - y, Heal our wrongs, and help our need.

of Your boun - ty Held in sol - emn trust will be.
thirst  of plea - sure, Stem our self - ish greed of  gain.
hope’s fru - i - tion: Here on earth Your will be done.

Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855-1932, alt.
Tune: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse . . . Contredansen, c. 1710, Amsterdam
Text and Tune: Public domain



Sermon

Stand

Prayer of the Church

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

The response dafter each petition is as follows:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 179

P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

(P} The grace of our Lord *}+ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.

Sit
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We Give Thee But Thine Own LSB 781
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1 We give Thee but Thine own, What - e’er the gift may be;

2 May we Thy boun - ties thus  As stew-ards true re - ceive
3 Oh, hearts are bruised and dead, And homes are bare and cold,
4 To com - fort and to bless, To find a balm for woe,
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All  that we have is Thine a-lone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.
And glad -1y, as Thoubless-est us, To Thee our first-fruits give!
And lambs for whom the Shep-herd bled Are stray-ing from the fold.
To tend the lone and fa - ther-less Is an-gels’work be - low.
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5 The captive to release,
To God the lost to bring,
To teach the way of life and peace,
It is a Christ-like thing.

6 And we believe Thy Word,
Though dim our faith may be:
Whate'er for Thine we do, O Lord,
We do it unto Thee.

Text: William W. How, 1823-97
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89
Text and tune: Public domain
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Resources for Meditation this Week

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 1 February 2026

Readings

Micah 6:1-8

1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Matthew 5:1-12

God Manifests His Glory in the Humility and Weakness of Christ
Crucified

The Lord tells His people, “I brought you up from the land of Egypt and
redeemed you from the house of slavery” (Micah 6:4). By the sacrifice of
His beloved Son, He has redeemed us from our slavery of sin and death;
He has forgiven our transgressions by the shedding of His blood. His
great mercy and salvation lead us “to do justice, and to love kindness, and
to walk humbly” with our God (Micah 6:8). We boast only in the incarnate
and crucified Lord Jesus. He is “the power of God and the wisdom of God”
(1 Cor. 1:24). He is our life and salvation, our “wisdom” and “righteousness
and sanctification and redemption” (1 Cor. 1:30). Now He opens His
mouth and teaches us His wisdom. By His cross and Passion, the
kingdom of heaven is ours. We receive mercy and are satisfied; we see
God and are called sons of God in Christ. “Blessed are you,” therefore,
“when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely” on account of Christ (Matt. 5:11).
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FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 8 February 2026

Readings

Isaiah 58:3-9a

1 Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16)
Matthew 5:13-20

The Righteousness of Christ

Jesus warns that “unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:20), but He
also calls His imperfect people “the salt of the earth” and “the light of the
world” (Matt. 5:13, 14). That's because the Lord Jesus came not to abolish
the Law or the prophets, “but to fulfill them” (Matt. 5:17) in perfect faith
and love. Since He does and teaches all of God's commandments, He is
“called great in the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:19). God manifests His
“demonstration of the Spirit and of power” in “Jesus Christ and him
crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2-4), and through the preaching of the Gospel He
gives His “secret and hidden wisdom” (1 Cor. 2:7). Christ gives this perfect
righteousness to His people, and it leads them to true fasting, which is
“to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the
oppressed go free” (Is. 58:6) and “to share your bread with the hungry and
bring the homeless poor into your house” (Is. 58:7).
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Communion Theology and Practice

Welcome! In Holy Communion, our Lord invites us to eat and drink His
true Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins and eternal life
(Matthew 26:26-28). In preparation for this sacrament, each
communicant should examine him or herself and come to the Lord's
Table seeking these things. As the Small Catechism teaches, “a person
is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: ‘Given
and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”” We likewise take
seriously St. Paul's admonition in 1 Corinthians 11:27-30 regarding
recognizing the Lord's Body and Blood in this sacrament and receiving
it worthily. We also believe that Holy Communion is a profession of
confessional unity in which all who commune at the Lord's Table are
united in their confession and faith (1 Corinthians 11:26).

Therefore, we practice what is often called “closed communion,” in
which we invite those Christians who have been baptized and
instructed in the Christian faith, who share in the same confession of
faith as the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and who believe that
Jesus offers here His true Body and Blood, in, with, and under the
elements of bread and wine, for the strengthening of their bodies and
souls, cleansing them of their old nature and giving them new life, to
join us at His table.

If you are new here, have not been baptized, or have not received
instruction with regard to the teachings of the Lutheran Church
regarding the Lord's Supper, have doubts about the nature of the
sacrament, or have questions, please introduce yourself to our pastor
before the service. He will be happy to discuss these things with you
and help determine whether or not you should commune. If you do
not wish to commune, have not been baptized, or have not been
instructed in the Christian faith, we invite you to come receive a
blessing. When you come to the altar, please come forward with your
arms crossed to indicate that you would like the pastor to bless you. If
you would like to learn more about the Christian faith or wish to be
baptized, please speak to our pastor!



