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Introit Psalm 130:5–8; antiphon: Isaiah 64:1 

Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 

 that the mountains might quake at your presence. 

I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 

 and in his word I hope; 

my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning, 

 more than watchmen for the morning. 

O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, 

 and with him is plentiful redemption. 

And he will redeem Israel 

 from all his iniquities. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 

 that the mountains might quake at your presence. 
 

Communion Theology and Practice 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is intended for those: 

• who have been baptized in the name of the Triune God, 

• who have faith in Jesus Christ as God the Son in the flesh and their 

personal Savior from sin, death, and the devil; 

• who believe that they have sin that needs forgiving, hurt that needs 

healing, and faith that needs strengthening; 

• who are committed to amending their sinful ways; and 

• who believe that in, with, and under the bread and wine they receive 

the true body and blood of the risen Christ, together with the 

forgiveness of all their sins. 

If you are a visitor with us this morning and wish to receive the 

Lord’s Supper, please speak with the pastor before the service. 

Thank you. 
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Fourth Sunday in Advent 
 

Divine Service, Setting Two 
 

 

 

Welcome 

 

 

Opening Hymn 

Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come LSB 350 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and Tune: Public domain 
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Confession and Absolution 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Kneel/Stand 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 
 

 

Stand 
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Service of the Word 

Psalm Psalm 24; antiphon: v. 7 

 
A Together, we sing Psalm 24 responsively: 
 

7Lift up your heads, O gates! 

 And be lifted up, O | ancient doors,* 

 that the King of glory | may come in. 

1The earth is the LORD’s and the full- | ness thereof,* 

 the world and those who | dwell therein, 
2for he has founded it up- | on the seas* 

 and established it upon the | rivers. 

3Who shall ascend the hill | of the LORD?* 

 And who shall stand in his | holy place? 
4He who has clean hands and a | pure heart,* 

 who does not lift up his soul to what is false 

 and does not swear de- | ceitfully. 
5He will receive blessing | from the LORD* 

 and righteousness from the God of his sal- | vation. 
6Such is the generation of those who | seek him,* 

 who seek the face of the God of | Jacob. 

7Lift up your heads, O gates! 

 And be lifted up, O | ancient doors,* 

 that the King of glory | may come in. 
8Who is this King of | glory?* 

 The LORD, strong and mighty, 

 the LORD, mighty in | battle! 
9Lift up your heads, O gates! 

 And lift them up, O | ancient doors,* 

 that the King of glory | may come in. 
10Who is this King of | glory?* 

 The LORD of hosts, 

 he is the King of | glory! 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. ► 
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7Lift up your heads, O gates! 

 And be lifted up, O | ancient doors,* 

 that the King of glory | may come in. 
 

 

 

 

Kyrie LSB 168 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 

Lord. 

 
 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church 

of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, 

that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your 

grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
 

Sit 
 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7:10–17 

10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; 

let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, 

and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O 

house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my 

God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the 

virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 
15He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil 

and choose the good. 16For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil 

and choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread will be 

deserted. 17The LORD will bring upon you and upon your people and 

upon your father’s house such days as have not come since the day that 

Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle Romans 1:1–7 

1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for 

the gospel of God, 2which he promised beforehand through his prophets 

in the holy Scriptures, 3concerning his Son, who was descended from 

David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be the Son of God in 

power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the 

dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and 

apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his 

name among all the nations, 6including you who are called to belong to 

Jesus Christ, 
7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Stand 
 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 173 

 

 
 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 1:18–25 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 
 

 
 

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother 

Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was 

found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, 

being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce 

her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the 



7 

Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not 

fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from 

the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, 

for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill 

what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as 

the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her 

not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Holy Baptism 

 

The Baptismal Hymn is sung. The candidates, sponsors, and family gather with the 

pastor at the font. 

 
 

God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It LSB 594 

 

 
 ► 
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Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002371 

Tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

Holy Baptism LSB 268 

 

 

All return to their places 

 

 

Sit 
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Hymn of the Day 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. Refrain 
 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 
 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 
 

Text and Tune: Public domain 
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Sermon   

 

 

Stand 

 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs. 
 

Response after each petition 

P Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

C Amen. 

 

 

Sit 

 

 

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates LSB 341 
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Text and Tune: Public domain 
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Resources for Meditation this Week 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 21 December 2025 

Readings 

Isaiah 7:10–17 

Romans 1:1–7 

Matthew 1:18–25 

 

God’s Word Is Fulfilled for Us in the Flesh and Blood of Christ Jesus, 

the Son of Mary 

 

The Fourth Sunday in Advent turns our attention toward the Nativity of 

Our Lord. With the blessed Virgin Mary, we await the coming of the 

Christ, her Son, conceived in her womb by the Word and Spirit of God. 

This fulfillment of the sign once given to the house of David, that “the 

virgin shall conceive and bear a son” (Is. 7:14), is now given to us in the 

Gospel. It declares that salvation is by His grace alone, entirely His work 

and a free gift. It also is the way and means by which the Lord our God is 

Immanuel, “God with us.” The almighty and eternal Son of God is 

conceived and born of Mary, and is thus “descended from David 

according to the flesh” (Rom. 1:3–4). He comes in this way to save us with 

His own flesh and blood; wherefore, He is called “Jesus, for he will save his 

people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). As Joseph received this sign in faith 

and immediately “did as the angel of the Lord commanded him” (Matt. 

1:24), we also live by faith in this Holy Gospel. 
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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 28 December 2025 

Readings 

Isaiah 63:7–14 

Galatians 4:4–7 

Matthew 2:13–23 

 

The Lord Jesus Undergoes a New Exodus in Order to Save His People 

from Their Sins 

 

Herod’s efforts to destroy the little Lord Jesus anticipate the cross for 

which He was born. In response to Herod’s edict, Joseph must “take the 

child and his mother, and flee to Egypt” (Matt. 2:13). But the Lord does not 

abandon the Holy Family there. He brings about salvation for all people, 

just as He “had spoken by the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I called my son’” 

(Matt. 2:15). With might and strength, God accompanies His people, 

causing “his glorious arm to go at the right hand of Moses” (Is. 63:12). Now 

through Jesus, even our afflictions are borne by Christ on the cross. “He 

redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them” (Is. 63:9). All of this is 

accomplished by God’s might so that we, too, are claimed as members of 

His family. For we “receive adoption as sons” in the only begotten Son, 

Christ Jesus, even as He became like us by His conception and birth of 

the woman. Thus redeemed by Christ, no longer slaves of sin and death 

but beloved children and heirs of God, we pray in Jesus’ name: “Abba! 

Father!” (Gal. 4:4–6). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Christmas & New Year’s Eve Worship 
Please join us in worship in this new Church Year 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Worship 

Wednesday, December 24th 

at 4:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

 

Christmas Day Worship 

Thursday, December 25th 

at 9:00 am 

  

  

  

 

New Year’s Eve Worship 

Wednesday, December 31st 

at 7:00 pm 
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