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The Lutheran Church of the Savior 

A Community of Faith: Centered in Christ – Called to Serve 



 
 

 

Introit Psalm 118:25–28; antiphon: Zechariah 9:9b, alt. 

Behold, your king is coming to you; 

 righteous and having salvation. 

Save us, we pray, O LORD! 

 O LORD, we pray, give us success! 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the LORD! 

 We bless you from the house of the LORD. 

The LORD is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us. 

 Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar! 

You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 

 you are my God; I will extol you. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Behold, your king is coming to you; 

 righteous and having salvation. 

 

 

Communion Theology and Practice 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is intended for those: 
• who have been baptized in the name of the Triune God, 

• who have faith in Jesus Christ as God the Son in the flesh and their 

personal Savior from sin, death, and the devil; 

• who believe that they have sin that needs forgiving, hurt that needs 

healing, and faith that needs strengthening; 

• who are committed to amending their sinful ways; and 

• who believe that in, with, and under the bread and wine they receive 

the true body and blood of the risen Christ, together with the 

forgiveness of all their sins. 

If you are a visitor with us this morning and wish to receive the 

Lord’s Supper, please speak with the pastor before the service. 
Thank you. 

 

The Lutheran Church of the Savior 

426 Davis Road - Bedford, MA 01730 
church@lcsavior.org 781-275-6013 

https://www.lcsavior.org 
 

Rev. Nils Niemeier, Pastor email: pastor@lcsavior.org 



1 

First Sunday in Advent 
 

Divine Service 
 

 

 

Welcome 
 

 

Opening Song Come And Behold Him Chisum, Searcy 

Verse 1, Chorus, Verse 2, Chorus x2 
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Confession and Absolution 

 

Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Holy Lord, as we stand in your presence, we are aware of our sins 

of thought, word, and action. 

C We have not lived our lives according to your will. 

 

P We have failed to live up to your expectations. 

C We all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Hear us now, O Lord, as we confess our sins to you: 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 



3 

Song Hosanna Baloche, Brown 

Verse 1, Chorus, Verse 2, Chorus, Bridge, Chorus x2 

 

 

 
continued on next page 
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Service of the Word 

Psalm Psalm 122; antiphon: v. 6 

A Together, we speak Psalm 122 responsively: 
 

6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! 

 “May they be secure who love you! 

1I was glad when they said to me, 

 “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” 
2Our feet have been standing 

 within your gates, O Jerusalem! 
3Jerusalem—built as a city 

 that is bound firmly together, 
4to which the tribes go up, 

 the tribes of the LORD, 

as was decreed for Israel, 

 to give thanks to the name of the LORD. 
5There thrones for judgment were set, 

 the thrones of the house of David. 
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6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! 

 “May they be secure who love you! 
7Peace be within your walls 

 and security within your towers!” 
8For my brothers and companions’ sake 

 I will say, “Peace be within you!” 
9For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, 

 I will seek your good. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! 

 “May they be secure who love you! 
 

 

Collect of the Day  

P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we 

may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved 

by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 2:1–5 

1The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and 

Jerusalem. 

2It shall come to pass in the latter days 

 that the mountain of the house of the LORD 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

 and shall be lifted up above the hills; 

and all the nations shall flow to it, 

 3and many peoples shall come, and say: 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

 to the house of the God of Jacob, 

that he may teach us his ways 

 and that we may walk in his paths.” 
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For out of Zion shall go the law, 

 and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
4He shall judge between the nations, 

 and shall decide disputes for many peoples; 

and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

 and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

 neither shall they learn war anymore. 
5O house of Jacob, 

 come, let us walk 

 in the light of the LORD. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Epistle Romans 13:8–14 

8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who 

loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not 
commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not 

covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a 

neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 
11Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to 

wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first 

believed. 12The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast 

off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13Let us walk 

properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual 

immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14But put on 

the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its 

desires. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Stand 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 24:36–44 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fourth 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

36[Jesus said:] “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not 
even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. 37As were 

the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in 

those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 

giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, 39and they 

were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be 

the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two men will be in the field; one 

will be taken and one left. 41Two women will be grinding at the mill; one 

will be taken and one left. 42Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know 

on what day your Lord is coming. 43But know this, that if the master of 

the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he 

would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken 

into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming 

at an hour you do not expect. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, 

the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, 

very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, 

being of one substance with the Father, 

by whom all things were made; ► 
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who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 

and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord and giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 
Sit 

 

 

Song of the Day Rend The Heavens Mark 

Verse 1, Chorus, Verse 2, Chorus x2 
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Sermon   

 
 

 

Prayers of the Church Family and the Lord's Prayer  

L Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs. 
 

Response after each petition 

L Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

C Amen. 

 

 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Benediction  

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 
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Song I Will Dwell Neale & Neale 

Verse 1, Verse 2, Chorus, Verse 3, Chorus, Bridge x3, Chorus x2 

 

 

continued on next page 



12 

 

 



13 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 

English Standard Version®), © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 

Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

“Come And Behold Him” - words and music by Chisum/Searcy 

©1994 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, 

David C Cook)) Integrity's Praise! Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity 

Music, David C Cook)) 

CCLI License No. 236495, streaming lic No. 20373402 

 

“Hosanna” - words and music by Baloche/Brown 

© 2005, 2006 Thankyou Music Ltd; Integrity's Hosanna! Music; Leadworship Songs 

CCLI License No. 236495, streaming lic No. 2037340 

 

“Rend The Heavens” - words and music by Robin Mark 

©2009 Integrity Worship Music (Admin. by Integrity Music) 

CCLI License No. 23649, streaming lic No. 20373402 

 

“I Will Dwell” - words and music by Neale/Neale 

©2004, 2007 Integrity's Praise! Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, 

David C Cook)) 

CCLI License No. 236495, streaming lic No. 20373402 

  



14 

Resources for Meditation this Week 

FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 30 November 2025 

Readings 

Isaiah 2:1–5 

Romans 13:(8–10) 11–14 

Matthew 21:1–11 or Matthew 24:36–44 

 

The Lord Comes in Meekness and Humility to Save Us Now 

 

The Lord Jesus enters Jerusalem “humble, and mounted on a donkey,” 
riding on “a beast of burden” (Matt. 21:5), as He Himself bears the sins of 

the world in His body. Now He comes by the ministry of the Gospel to 

save us from sin, death, the devil and hell. Therefore, we sing, “Blessed is 

he who comes in the name of the Lord!” (Matt. 21:9). For we are called “to 

the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob,” His Holy 

Church, “that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his 

paths” (Is. 2:3). By His Word, we “walk in the light of the LORD” (Is. 2:5). 

That is to live in love, which “does no wrong to a neighbor” (Rom. 13:10). 

We “cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light,” for 

“salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed” (Rom. 13:11, 

12). Hence, the entire Christian life is a time to wake and watch, “for you 

do not know on what day your Lord is coming” (Matt. 24:42). 
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SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 7 December 2025 

Readings 

Isaiah 11:1–10 

Romans 15:4–13 

Matthew 3:1–12 

 

By the Preaching of Repentance, We Are Prepared for the Coming of 

the Lord 

 

“John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, ‘Repent’” 
(Matt. 3:1–2). His preaching of repentance for the forgiveness of sins 

prepared people for the coming of Christ into the world. St. John’s work 

was historically complete with the incarnate advent of Jesus, but his vital 

ministry continues in preaching Law and Gospel. The Son of God has 

come in the flesh, “a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his 

roots” (Is. 11:1), and continues to bear the fruits of righteousness. His 

good tree of the cross is “a signal for the peoples” (Is. 11:10), by which He 

calls the nations to repentance. “With the rod of his mouth, and with the 

breath of his lips” (Is. 11:4), He slays the wicked and brings the dead to 

life, making sons of Abraham out of lifeless stones. So also the “root of 

Jesse” comes to us, “even he who arises to rule the Gentiles” (Rom. 15:12), 

that “we might have hope” and be filled “with all joy and peace in 

believing” (Rom. 15:4, 13). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Advent, Christmas & New Year’s Eve Worship 
Please join us in worship in this new Church Year 

 

 

 

Midweek Advent Services 

Wednesday, December 3rd at 7:00 pm 

Wednesday, December 10th at 7:00 pm 

Wednesday, December 17th at 7:00 pm 

  

  

  

 

Open Arms Christian Preschool 

Christmas Program 

Sunday, December 14th at 2:00 pm 

 

Christmas Eve Worship 

Wednesday, December 24th at 4:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

 

Christmas Day Worship 

Thursday, December 25th at 9:00 am 

  

  

  

 

New Year’s Eve Worship 

Wednesday, December 31st at 7:00 pm 
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