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Introit Psalm 55:1, 12–14, 16; antiphon: v. 22 

Cast your burden on the LORD, and he will sustain you; 

 he will never permit the righteous to be moved. 

Give ear to my prayer, O God, 

 and hide not yourself from my plea for mercy! 

For it is not an enemy who taunts me—then I could bear it; 

 it is not an adversary who deals insolently with me—then I could hide 

from him. 

But it is you, a man, my equal, 

 my companion, my familiar friend. 

We used to take sweet counsel together; 

 within God’s house we walked in the throng. 
But I call to God, 

 and the LORD will save me. 

 

Communion Theology and Practice 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is intended for those: 
• who have been baptized in the name of the Triune God, 

• who have faith in Jesus Christ as God the Son in the flesh and their 

personal Savior from sin, death, and the devil; 

• who believe that they have sin that needs forgiving, hurt that needs 

healing, and faith that needs strengthening; 

• who are committed to amending their sinful ways; and 

• who believe that in, with, and under the bread and wine they receive 

the true body and blood of the risen Christ, together with the 

forgiveness of all their sins. 

If you are a visitor with us this morning and wish to receive the 

Lord’s Supper, please speak with the pastor before the service. 
Thank you. 

 

The Lutheran Church of the Savior 

426 Davis Road - Bedford, MA 01730 
church@lcsavior.org 781-275-6013 

https://www.lcsavior.org 
 

Rev. Nils Niemeier, Pastor email: pastor@lcsavior.org 
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Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Divine Service, Setting One 
 

 

Welcome 
 
Stand 
 

Opening Hymn 

Thy Strong Word LSB 578 

 

 

 

 

 

continued on next page 
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5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 

    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 

Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 

    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 

Alleluia, alleluia! May the light which Thou dost send 

Fill our songs with alleluias, Alleluias without end! 

 

D 6 God the Father, light-creator, 

    To Thee laud and honor be. 

To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 

    Praise be sung eternally. 

Holy Spirit, light-revealer, Glory, glory be to Thee. 

Mortals, angels, now and ever Praise the holy Trinity! 
 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002371 

Tune: Public domain 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Kneel/Stand 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
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P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

Service of the Word 

Psalm Psalm 119:81–88; antiphon: v. 81 

A Together, we speak Psalm 119 responsively: 
 

81My soul longs for your salvation; 

 I hope in your word. 
82My eyes long for your promise; 

 I ask, “When will you comfort me?” 
83For I have become like a wineskin in the smoke, 

 yet I have not forgotten your statutes. 
84How long must your servant endure? 

 When will you judge those who persecute me? 
85The insolent have dug pitfalls for me; 

 they do not live according to your law. 
86All your commandments are sure; 

 they persecute me with falsehood; help me! 
87They have almost made an end of me on earth, 

 but I have not forsaken your precepts. 
88In your steadfast love give me life, 

 that I may keep the testimonies of your mouth. ► 
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C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 

Lord. 

 
 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church 

of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

A Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 
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P Let us pray. 

Merciful Lord, cleanse and defend Your Church by the sacrifice of 

Christ. United with Him in Holy Baptism, give us grace to receive 

with thanksgiving the fruits of His redeeming work and daily follow 

in His way; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 
 

 
 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 23:16–29 

16Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the 
prophets who prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak 

visions of their own minds, not from the mouth of the LORD. 17They say 

continually to those who despise the word of the LORD, ‘It shall be well 
with you’; and to everyone who stubbornly follows his own heart, they 
say, ‘No disaster shall come upon you.’” 

18For who among them has stood in the council of the LORD 

 to see and to hear his word, 

 or who has paid attention to his word and listened? 
19Behold, the storm of the LORD! 

 Wrath has gone forth, 

a whirling tempest; 

 it will burst upon the head of the wicked. 
20The anger of the LORD will not turn back 

 until he has executed and accomplished 

 the intents of his heart. 

In the latter days you will understand it clearly. 

21“I did not send the prophets, 
 yet they ran; 

I did not speak to them, 

 yet they prophesied. 
22But if they had stood in my council, 

 then they would have proclaimed my words to my people, 

and they would have turned them from their evil way, 

 and from the evil of their deeds. 
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23“Am I a God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a God afar off? 24Can 

a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? declares 

the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? declares the LORD. 25I have heard 

what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, ‘I 
have dreamed, I have dreamed!’ 26How long shall there be lies in the 

heart of the prophets who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit 

of their own heart, 27who think to make my people forget my name by 

their dreams that they tell one another, even as their fathers forgot my 

name for Baal? 28Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let 

him who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in 

common with wheat? declares the LORD. 29Is not my word like fire, 

declares the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Hebrews 11:17—12:3 

17By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who 

had received the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, 18of 

whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 19He 

considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from 

which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. 20By faith Isaac 

invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau. 21By faith Jacob, when dying, 

blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of 

his staff. 22By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the 

exodus of the Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones. 
23By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by 

his parents, because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they were 

not afraid of the king’s edict. 24By faith Moses, when he was grown up, 

refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 25choosing rather to 

be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting 

pleasures of sin. 26He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth 

than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. 27By faith 

he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured 

as seeing him who is invisible. 28By faith he kept the Passover and 

sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not 

touch them. 
29By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as if on dry land, but the 

Egyptians, when they attempted to do the same, were drowned. 30By 

faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven 
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days. 31By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were 

disobedient, because she had given a friendly welcome to the spies. 
32And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, 

Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— 
33who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained 

promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34quenched the power of fire, 

escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, 

became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35Women received 

back their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept 

release, so that they might rise again to a better life. 36Others suffered 

mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37They were 

stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They 

went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated— 
38of whom the world was not worthy—wandering about in deserts and 

mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 
39And all these, though commended through their faith, did not 

receive what was promised, 40since God had provided something better 

for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect. 
1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 

let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let 

us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus, 

the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before 

him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right 

hand of the throne of God. 
3Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, 

so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 
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Holy Gospel Luke 12:49–56 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

49[Jesus said:] “I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were 

already kindled! 50I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how great 

is my distress until it is accomplished! 51Do you think that I have come 

to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. 52For from now 

on in one house there will be five divided, three against two and two 

against three. 53They will be divided, father against son and son against 

father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-

in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-

in-law.” 
54He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, 

you say at once, ‘A shower is coming.’ And so it happens. 55And when 

you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,’ 
and it happens. 56You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the 

appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret 

the present time?” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

Nicene Creed LSB 158 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father, by whom all things were made; 

who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 

Mary and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered and was buried. ► 
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And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 

and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord and giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 
Sit 

 

 

Hymn of the Day 

Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word LSB 655 

 

 

 
 

Text and Tune: Public domain 
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Sermon   

 
 
Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

L Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs … 
 

Response after each petition 

L Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer LSB 162 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Benediction  

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 

 
Sit 
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Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying LSB 597 

 

 

 
 

Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License 

no. 110002371 

Tune: © 2003 Jeffrey N. Blersch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002371 
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Resources for Meditation this Week 

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 17 August 2025 

Readings 

Jeremiah 23:16–29 

Hebrews 11:17–31 (32–40); 12:1–3 

Luke 12:49–53 (54–56) 

 

Christ’s Suffering and Death Bring Division 

 

The Lord Jesus causes fear and trembling and division because His Word 

is “like fire … and like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces” (Jer. 23:29). 

His Law puts us all to death, whereas only His Gospel can bring us to life. 

He has fulfilled that Word for us by His cross and in His resurrection from 

the dead. He undergoes such a distressing baptism, accomplished by His 

death, in order to open the way for us through our Holy Baptism into His 

cross and resurrection. So, then, if we are able “to interpret the 

appearance of earth and sky” (Luke 12:56), let us mark this sign of His 

cross — recognizing that this world is subject to death, but knowing that 

Christ Jesus also has conquered death and obtained life everlasting for 

us. Let us fix our eyes on “Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith,” 
and “run with endurance the race that is set before us” (Heb. 12:1–2). 
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ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 24 August 2025 

Readings 

Isaiah 66:18–23 

Hebrews 12:4–24 (25–29) 

Luke 13:22–30 

 

The Cross of Christ Is the Way into the Kingdom of God 

 

With the cross of Christ, the time has come “to gather all nations and 

tongues” (Is. 66:18). The sign of the cross is set forth in the preaching of 

the Gospel, the declaration of the Lord’s glory “among the nations” (Is. 

66:19). Many “will come from east and west, and from north and south, 

and recline at table in the kingdom of God” (Luke 13:29), but only by the 

narrow way of the cross. Those who refuse to follow Christ crucified will 

ultimately find only “weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Luke 13:28), 

whereas Christ’s disciples, called from all the nations, will eat and drink 

with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of God. They will come 

into “the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem” (Heb. 12:22). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


