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A Community of Faith: Centered in Christ — Called to Serve

And | heard the voice of the Lord saying,
“Whom shall | send, and who will go for us?”
Then | said, “"Here am I! Send me.” Isaiah 6:8
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Introit Psalm 71:15-18; antiphon: v. 12

O God, be not far from me;
O my God, make haste to help me!
My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of your deeds of salvation all
the day,
for their number is past my knowledge.
With the mighty deeds of the Lord Gob | will come;
| will remind them of your righteousness, yours alone.
O God, from my youth you have taught me,
and | still proclaim your wondrous deeds.
So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me,
until | proclaim your might to another generation, your power to all
those to come.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Communion Theology and Practice

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is intended for those:

who have been baptized in the name of the Triune God,

who have faith in Jesus Christ as God the Son in the flesh and their
personal Savior from sin, death, and the devil;

who believe that they have sin that needs forgiving, hurt that needs
healing, and faith that needs strengthening;

who are committed to amending their sinful ways; and

who believe that in, with, and under the bread and wine they receive
the true body and blood of the risen Christ, together with the
forgiveness of all their sins.



Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany

Divine Service

Welcome

Invocation for the Epiphany Season

In the name of the Father and of the "+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Arise! Shine! For your light has come. Isaiah 60:1
We have seen His star and have come Matthew 2:2

to worship Him!

Arise! Shine! For your light has come.

And the glory of the Lord has risen upon us! Isaiah 60:1
Opening Song Awesome In This Place Billington
Verse, Chorus, Verse, Chorus, Chorus
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Prayer of Confession

Heavenly Father, as we come in the name of Jesus, confident that
with you there is forgiveness, we ask you to hear the confession of
our sins.

Often we do not follow the guiding light of your Word, but
turn to the artificial lights of sin which Satan has placed on our
path.

Many times our thoughts and words, our intentions and our
actions have been sinful.

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbor as ourselves. In our sin, we have fallen
short of the glory of God, and have no power to free ourselves
from our sinful condition.

Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and for self-examination



For all our sins — those known to us and others, and those known
only to you,

We ask you Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our
sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and
has given His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all
our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to
become the children of God and has promised them His Holy
Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.

Amen!

Psalm Psalm 138
Spoken responsively

1| give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart;
before the gods | sing your praise;

2| bow down toward your holy temple
and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your
faithfulness,
for you have exalted above all things
your name and your word.

30n the day | called, you answered me;
my strength of soul you increased.

“4All the kings of the earth shall give you thanks, O LoRD,
for they have heard the words of your mouth,

>and they shall sing of the ways of the LORD,
for great is the glory of the LORD.

5For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly,
but the haughty he knows from afar.

"Though I walk in the midst of trouble,
you preserve my life;

you stretch out your hand against the wrath of my enemies,
and your right hand delivers me.

8The Lorp will fulfill his purpose for me;
your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever.
Do not forsake the work of your hands.



Song of Praise

Mighty To Save

Fielding, Morgan

Verse 1, Chorus, Verse 2, Chorus, Bridge, Chorus x2
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Prayer

Let us pray. O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in
the true faith that, relying on the hope of Your heavenly grace, we
may ever be defended by Your mighty power; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 6:1-8

"In the year that King Uzziah died | saw the Lord sitting upon a throne,
high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2Above him
stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face,
and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3And one called
to another and said:

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!”

4And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who
called, and the house was filled with smoke. SAnd | said: “Woe is me! For
| am lost; for | am a man of unclean lips, and | dwell in the midst of a
people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of
hosts!”



Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning
coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7And he touched my
mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken
away, and your sin atoned for.”

8And | heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall | send, and who
will go for us?” Then | said, "Here am I! Send me.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 Corinthians 14:12b-20

Since you are eager for manifestations of the Spirit, strive to excel in
building up the church.

3Therefore, one who speaks in a tongue should pray for the power to
interpret. For if | pray in a tongue, my spirit prays but my mind is
unfruitful. ®What am | to do? | will pray with my spirit, but | will pray with
my mind also; | will sing praise with my spirit, but | will sing with my mind
also. "®Otherwise, if you give thanks with your spirit, how can anyone in
the position of an outsider say “Amen” to your thanksgiving when he
does not know what you are saying? ""For you may be giving thanks well
enough, but the other person is not being built up. " thank God that |
speak in tongues more than all of you. *Nevertheless, in church | would
rather speak five words with my mind in order to instruct others, than
ten thousand words in a tongue.

2OBrothers, do not be children in your thinking. Be infants in evil, but
in your thinking be mature.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel Luke 5:1-11

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

'On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on [Jesus] to hear
the word of God, he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret, 2and he
saw two boats by the lake, but the fishermen had gone out of them and
were washing their nets. 3Getting into one of the boats, which was



Simon'’s, he asked him to put out a little from the land. And he sat down
and taught the people from the boat. “And when he had finished
speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your
nets for a catch.” >And Simon answered, "Master, we toiled all night and
took nothing! But at your word | will let down the nets.” ®And when they
had done this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and their nets were
breaking. "They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and
help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began
to sink. 8But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees,
saying, "“Depart from me, for | am a sinful man, O Lord.” °For he and all
who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish that they had
taken, and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were
partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from
now on you will be catching men.” ""And when they had brought their
boats to land, they left everything and followed him.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life - everlasting. Amen.



Song of the Day

In Christ Alone

Townend, Getty
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Sermon

Prayers of the Church Family and the Lord's Prayer

®

®

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

Response after each petition
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

O Lord, never depart from us. Though we are unworthy of You and
Your bounty, You are pleased to receive our meager thanks and
reluctant obedience for the sake of Christ's perfect obedience. Let
Your Word rule us and Your Spirit revive us to leave behind pride
and anxiety alike, that we may follow You in all we do; through the
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.



Closing Song Praise The King Voss, Smith, Bryce, Farren

Verse 1, Verse 2, Chorus, Verse 3, Chorus, Bridge x2, Chorus
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death's de - feat - ed. Hal - le-lu - jah,He's a - live.
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Resources for Meditation this Week

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 26 January 2025

Readings

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
Luke 4:16-30

The Lord Is Manifested as Our Savior through the Preaching of the
Gospel

When Jesus opens His mouth to preach, gracious words flow from His
lips. The Scriptures are, indeed, fulfilled in your hearing (Luke 4:21-22).
For Christ was anointed by the Spirit of the Lord “to proclaim good news
to the poor,” “to proclaim liberty to the captives” and “to proclaim the year
of the Lord’s favor” (Luke 4:18-19). By this proclamation, Christ releases
His people from captivity and gathers them to Himself in His Church. So
it was when the Lord released His people from Babylon and returned
them to Jerusalem. “Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught
the people,” sanctified the whole congregation by the reading and
preaching of the Law (Neh. 8:8-9). As the people then were urged to “eat
the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing
ready” (Neh. 8:10), so are you anointed by the Spirit of the Lord Jesus
Christ to share in His feast and to serve the fellow members of His Body
with His good qifts, “giving greater honor to the part that lacked it” (1 Cor.
12:12, 24).
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THE PURIFICATION OF MARY AND 2 February 2025
PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD

Readings

1 Samuel 1:21-28
Hebrews 2:14-18
Luke 2:22-32 (33-40)

God Gives the Gift of a Child to Destroy Death

The Lord opened the barren womb of Hannah and gave her the gift of
the son for whom she prayed, and in grateful response she presented
and gave the child, Samuel, to the Lord'’s service. “As long as he lives, he is
lent to the LORD” (1 Sam. 1:28). So, too, did Mary and Joseph present the
Child promised from the fall, born of a virgin's womb. The true offering
wasn't the turtledoves or young pigeons. It was the Child they carried.
This Child has come to “destroy the one who has the power of death, that
is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to
lifelong slavery” (Heb. 2:14b-15). Set free by His advent in our flesh and
the promise of what He would do “in the service of God, to make
propitiation for the sins of the people” (Heb. 2:17b), Simeon and Anna
rejoiced. We also rejoice, for we, too, can face death unafraid and “depart
in peace” (Luke 2:29) when our time comes.




